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ABSTRACT

Objective: The main purpose of the research was to determine the feasibility of developing
sports ecotourism (boating on rushing waters) in Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari province.

Methodology: This research was applied in terms of purpose and descriptive in terms of type.
In the qualitative phase of the research, the researchers conducted semi-structured interviews
with 15 experts using the snowball method. In the quantitative phase of the research, 370 active
sports tourists, tour managers, watershed management organizations, and tourism management
participated and were selected from the entire statistical population using the whole-number
sampling method. In order to collect quantitative research data, a researcher-made questionnaire
was used in the limiting, attracting, infrastructural, and driving dimensions, and was analyzed

using SPSS and PLS software for descriptive and inferential statistics.

Findings: The results of the research in the factor analysis model showed that all factors
(drivers, attractors, and infrastructure) have the greatest impact on the development of sports
tourism compared to the factor that can. And they had the right factor load; Meanwhile, the
limiting factor affects the feasibility of sports tourism development and has been chosen
correctly. In general, the average of these factors (drivers, attractors, infrastructure, and
constraints) on the feasibility of sports tourism development is significantly higher than the test

average, and their relationship with the feasibility variable was confirmed.

Conclusion: Therefore, managers and the Youth Sport Department should create appropriate
conditions for the increasing development of boating in the turbulent waters of Chaharmahal
and Bakhtiari by organizing conferences, equipping accommodation facilities, and employing

committed human resources.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction and State of Problem
rbanization development plans cause the separation of man from nature and
the environment, and man was inevitably looking for leisure time by walking
in nature. But some of their people are willing to do emotional activities in
nature trips to satisfy their needs. Another form of tourism called tourism
with rowing boats has emerged in raging waters, which was formed as an
exciting activity with fear, but in the end, it has a happy outcome by being
active in raging rivers with a boat (Gedy and Webb, 2018). The continuous increase in tourism
and the subsequent pressure on natural resources have caused serious challenges in these areas
(Moharramzadeh and Mohammad Amani, 2018). One of the types of adventurous nature tourism
that many regions of Iran are willing to start due to the presence of many rivers. It is "Roasting
the rough waters" (Faraziani et al., 2017).

Methodology

This research was applied in terms of purpose and descriptive in terms of type. In the qualitative
phase of the research, researchers conducted semi-structured interviews with 15 experts using
the snowball method. This interview process included active sports tourists, water managers,
mountaineering committee leaders, mountaineering course organizers, activists in environmental
organizations, and non-native active tourists who are suitable for tourism and whitewater. It was
carried out with theoretical saturation. Then, in order to determine the factors affecting sports
tourism in the raging waters, a group was formed as an association of elites (four people) and
tourism activists after the eighth interview. In the quantitative phase of the research, 370 active
sports tourists, tourism tour managers, watershed management organization, and tourism
management participated and were selected from the entire statistical population using the
whole-number sampling method. The quantitative research questionnaire consisted of two parts,
the first part of the questionnaire was designed to collect demographic information of the
participants and the second part was designed to collect data related to the main variables of the
guantitative research, on a five-point Likert scale (1: very low to 5: very high). To assess content
and face validity, the initial questionnaire was provided to eight sports management professors
who specialized in the field of tourism. And according to their comments, necessary corrections
were made. Also, the reliability of the research constructs was confirmed using Cronbach's alpha
coefficient. Descriptive statistics were used to analyze the demographic status of the participants
using SPSS version 18 software, and factor analysis model and Smart Pls version 3 software
were used to test the research hypotheses. Also, statistical tests such as: path coefficient,
statistical coefficient, t-statistic were used. SRMR, RMS THTEA, NFL indices were also used to
fit the model.
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Results
The demographic characteristics of the tourists showed that out of the 370 people in the sample
in the present study, 63.5 percent (54 people) were male and 36.5 percent (31 people) were
female. The age group between 30 and 39 years old with 35.3 percent (30 people) was the
highest, and 50.6 percent (43 people) had an educational degree, which includes all these
characteristics. Also, the results of descriptive statistics for the feasibility variables of sports
tourism development show that infrastructure factors have the highest average of 3.85.

According to the output of the PLS software and the significance levels for the confirmatory
factor analysis of the feasibility variable of sports tourism development, all factors had
appropriate factor loadings and their relationship with the latent variable was confirmed (the
significance level for all questions is less than 0.05)

Convergent validity is established when the value of all standardized factor loadings related
to each of the measurement variables and the value of the AVE index are greater than 0.5.
According to the AVE value, the research model has the necessary validity. A variable whose
CR is higher than 0.7 has acceptable reliability, and the closer this value is to one, the greater its
reliability. As shown in Table 4, the CR rate for all research variables is more than 0.7;
therefore, the result can be considered satisfactory, which indicates the existence of internal
consistency in each of the research variables. Also, the results of Cronbach's alpha coefficient
for examining the reliability of the questionnaires, considering that it is higher than 0.7, have
appropriate reliability. As a result, in general, it can be said that the model has a good fit (Amini
and Davari, 2018). In examining the divergent validity according to Table 5, the correlation of
each construct with itself is greater than the correlation of that construct with other constructs,
which indicates the appropriate divergent validity of the good processing of the measurement

model.
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Figure 1. First-order factor analysis measurement model for assessing the feasibility of sports tourism
development with its constituent items in the case of significant coefficients.
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Discussion and Conclusion

Along the path of the rivers of Chahar Mahal and Bakhtiari province, it is a dangerous course
due to the lack of a suitable road (boating). The existence of the road and first aid is one of the
important factors in the implementation of sports, which can play a vital role in speeding up the
process of transferring the injured in case of any accident. But it should be noted that in summer
and autumn, the amount of water in the river slopes is less than in other seasons. The conclusion
shows that in the spring tourism (boating) is suitable for professionals and it is applicable for all
people interested in rafting in summer and autumn. In the rivers of Chahar Mahal and Bakhtiari
province, despite their suitable length, width and depth, it is possible to organize rafting on the
rushing waters with canoes (two people), kayaks (one person, two people) and six people boats.
Due to the fact that the villages of Chahar Mahal and Bakhtiari provinces are deprived and the
capital is fleeing from the periphery to the center, to reverse this process, they expand and
engage in tourism activities. Therefore, in the present research, according to the cultural
characteristics and natural attractions of Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari province and its rushing
waters, it was investigated as a historical nostalgia in the development of tourism. The research
results were analyzed in terms of feasibility, attracting, driving, infrastructural and limiting
aspects. In accordance with the first factor of the research based on the development of sports
tourism (boating in raging waters), the results of the research indicated the amount of driving
factors affecting the development of sports tourism, which with the results of the research of
Karimi et al. (2020), Fallahi et al. (2013), Moharramzadeh et al. (2019), Othman (2020),
Moladost et al. (2020), Zindabudi et al., (2021) were consistent. Driving factors such as (natural
and artificial capacity and potential, culture, customs, art, music and architecture) are among the
important and influential reasons in the development of sports tourism (river boating) in
Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari province. Because these factors are an incentive and a factor to
create an opportunity to get to know and introduce natural and artificial capacities and potentials,
culture, customs, art, music and architecture of Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari province. Therefore,
through these factors, an opportunity can be created to attract sports tourists, especially water
sports tourists. In addition to the cultural factors that encourage tourists and the development of
cultural dissemination, tourists are familiar with the culture, customs, art, music and architecture
of Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari province. The presence of the water volume of 40 rivers makes it
possible to set up a canoe, despite the spring rains and melting snow in the spring, many tourists
are welcomed to Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari province, and also in the autumn and summer
seasons for all people interested in canoeing tourism. It is applicable in these rivers.

Originality/Value

The present study is the first research in terms of innovation in the field of sports tourism in Chaharmahal
and Bakhtiari province. Also, this study provides a comprehensive study for the development of sports
tourism in Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari province by using a model for factor analysis and using driving,
attracting, infrastructural, limiting factors, strategies and messages.

Research Limitations/Implications

The statistical population of tourists and trainers was generally limitations large and difficult to access
due to physical and geographical reasons.

In order to reduce possible bias resulting from merely administering a questionnaire, future research
should use other tools, such as qualitative observation and interviews, in addition to the questionnaire.
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Tablel. Demographic characteristics of quantitative research samples
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Table2. Results of confirmatory factor analysis of the feasibility components of sports tourism
development
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Table3. Examining the convergent validity of research constructs
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Table4. Divergent validity of research constructs
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Table5. Overall fit indices
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Figure 1. First-order factor analysis measurement model for assessing the feasibility of sports tourism

development with its constituent items in the case of significant coefficients.
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Figure 2. First-order factor analysis measurement model of sports tourism development feasibility with

its constituent items in the form of standard coefficients.
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