Persian Language and Iranian Dialects d.) DOI: 10.22124/plid.2024.26204.1655
8% Year, Vol. 2, No.16
Fall 2023 & Winter 2024
Research Article

Received: 2023/12/05
Accepted: 2024/06/29

Supplement to the Revision of The Story of Hossein-e Kord-e
Shabestari

Asghar Esmaeili!

Abstract

This article serves as a complementary work to the correction of Hossein Kurd
Shabestari's narrative poem. It is the collaborative effort of Iraj Afshar and
Mehran Afshari and is divided into two parts. The first part involves the
critique, recording, and correction of verses from various poets embedded
within the narrative. These verses are categorized into three groups: verses that
have been accurately recorded with identifiable poets or sources, verses that are
metrically and rhyme-wise correct but have unknown authors, and verses that
contain errors in their recording and correction, leading to discrepancies in
meter and rhyme scheme. The editors have either not corrected these or
integrated them into the poet's own work. These verses were primarily corrected
through reference to the works of other poets and adherence to the literary
tradition of Persian poetry. The second part of this article focuses on the
scrutiny and correction of specific words, particularly Turkish words and
sentences, with explanatory annotations provided. In this section, corrections
are made in terms of pronunciation and meaning by consulting Turkish-to-
Persian dictionaries, identifying contextual clues in the text, and considering the
narrative and textual context. By incorporating these corrections and
annotations, a refined version of Hossein Kurd Shabestari's narrative poem can
be achieved.

Keywords: Hossein Kurd Shabestari's narrative poem, correction of verses,
annotations on Turkish words, editing.

Extended abstract
1. Introduction
The story of "Hossein-e Kord-e Shabestari" is a tale from popular literature,
authored by an anonymous writer. It was most likely composed during the
Safavid era, with a lesser probability of having been written during the Qajar
period. Over time, it has gained popularity among the people, as evidenced by
its numerous reprints.

This article provides a textual analysis of the story of "Hossein-e-Kord-e-
Shabestari," focusing on the critical edition by Iraj Afshar and Mehran Afshari.
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Afshar and Afshari utilized the sole manuscript of Hossein Nameh, cataloged as
number 162 (dated 1907) in the Oriental Library of the St. Petersburg Academy
of Sciences. In this study, two additional manuscripts were consulted for further
examination; 1)The manuscript from the Astan Quds Razavi Library, preserved
under the asset number 38813. 2) The manuscript from the Library of the
Islamic Consultative Assembly, cataloged as number 1257. Although this
manuscript contains sections beyond what is included in Hosein Nameh, it is
essentially another part of the comprehensive work titled "Yatim Nameh,"
which encompasses Hosein Nameh and several other texts. Excerpts and
phrases from this manuscript have been used to supplement some explanations
and annotations in this article.

2. Theoretical Framework

The goal of the science and art of text editing is to present a text as close as
possible to the original work that flowed from the pen of the author or the words
of the poet. The primary materials for this task are manuscripts, while secondary
sources include other books such as dictionaries and specialized works in
various fields that assist the editor in presenting a polished text. In this study,
the manuscript from the Astan Quds Razavi Library was used as the primary
basis, supplemented by secondary sources, to compile this supplement.

3. Methodology

In the first section of this study, the verses from the text of the story of
"Hossein-e Kord-e Shabestari" were extracted and examined. To correct these
verses and ensure their accuracy, the works of poets who wrote these verses
were consulted, and the verses were corrected and presented based on these
references. In the second section of the article, which includes the correction of
various words and phrases, including Turkish phrases, issues related to
pronunciation, spelling, the absence of annotations (explanations), or the
insufficiency of related explanations were addressed. In this section, by using
Persian and Turkish dictionaries, considering contemporary local language
evidence and contemporary texts, examining manuscript recordings, and
analyzing internal and external textual evidence, along with attention to literary
tradition and grammatical structures in Turkish, necessary arguments were
made, and corrections were implemented.

4. Results and Discussion

In this study, the deficiencies in the edited text of the story of "Hossein-e Kord-
e Shabestari" were examined in three sections:

First Section: Poetic Verses In the first section, we encountered verses in the
printed edition that had inaccuracies in their transcription and correction. These
incorrect transcriptions disrupted the meter and rhyme, and the editors of the
work had not corrected them. To address these issues, we referred to the works
and collections of poets such as Farrukhi Sistani, Razi-od-Din Artimani, Sheikh
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Baha'i's Kashkul, Turki Shirazi, Qassab Kashani, and Abu Sa'id Abu'l-Kheyr.
Additionally, attention was given to the Persian literary tradition. Corrections
were made using two manuscripts: one from the Astan Quds Razavi Library and
the other from the Library of the Islamic Consultative Assembly.

Second Section: Corrections of Words, Phrases, and Sentences

The second section of this study focuses on correcting words, phrases, and
sentences, particularly Turkish words and phrases. We encountered three
categories of issues:

1. Pronunciation and Spelling Errors: This includes terms like "S=_s"
(Poochak), "=k »a" (Odeh Bashi), "ol aie & 55" (Tot Manam Al-Madan), and
"l " (Dotolab).

2. Meaning Errors: This involves words and phrases such as "<S—=_, "
(Poochak), "L 2" (Odeh Bashi), "ol aie 55" (Tot Manam Al-Madan),
"4.L" (Qatima), and "#>w" (Milakh).

3. Neglect of Some Turkish Grammatical Structures: Examples include
using "Jie" (Ghafel) instead of "Jiel" (Naghaafel), "Ji s<" (Behoush) (with an
unclear 'yaa') instead of "Jis " (Bi-Housh), and "4 S 445 S 31" (Az Koocheh
Beh Koocheh) instead of "42 S 4 45 5S" (Koocheh Beh Koocheh). Each of these
issues was explained and corrected in the article.

Third Section: Deficiencies in the Glossary of the Printed Text

The third section addresses the shortcomings in the glossary at the end of the
printed text of "Hossein-e Kord-e Shabestari," particularly the omission of the
meanings of relevant Turkish words and phrases.

5. Conclusions

This article serves as a supplement to the critical edition of the story "Hossein-
e-Kord-e-Shabestari," edited by Iraj Afshar and Mehran Afshari, and is divided
into two main sections:

First Section: The first section critiques the transcription and correction of
verses from various poets embedded within the story. These verses were
corrected by referring to the collections of the poets and available manuscripts.

Second Section: In the second section, the transcription of certain words,
particularly Turkish words and phrases, was examined and corrected, with
clarifying annotations added. By consulting Turkish-to-Persian dictionaries,
finding supporting evidence in the text and other sources, and considering the
context of the story, the words and phrases were corrected in terms of
pronunciation and meaning, with annotations provided.

Findings: Various pieces of evidence suggest that the author of the story
"Hosein-e Kord-e Shabestari" was likely a native Turkish speaker. The editors'
lack of attention to this matter has led to errors in the text and annotations.
These errors can be categorized as follows:

1. Errors in Pronunciation and Spelling: Issues with the transcription of
certain words and phrases.
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2. Errors in Meaning: Misinterpretation of the meanings of certain words and
phrases.

3. Neglect of Turkish Grammatical Structures: Examples include using
"Jile" (Ghafel) instead of "Jilel" (Naghaafel), "Uis" (Behoush) with an
unclear 'yaa' instead of "_isa =" (Bi-Housh), and "45 S 43 45 < 31" (Az Koocheh
Beh Koocheh) instead of "42 S 4 45 sS" (Koocheh Beh Koocheh). Each of these
issues was addressed in the article.

Third Section: The third section examined and supplemented the deficiencies
in the glossary at the end of the printed text, particularly the omission of the
meanings of relevant Turkish words and phrases.
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