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Introduction: Change in cities and their neighborhoods is an inseparable part of
life and the result of the passing of time. Space acquires meaning with time and
becomes a place for presence. In today's societies, with the passing of time, the
speed of changes increases, and the structure of traditional neighborhoods
changes in the conflict between modernity and tradition, and new neighborhoods
become more similar to each other. The reason forthis is not paying attention to
the meaning of time and its effect on space. In traditional societies, time was
linked with place and was influential in creating the specific identity of the
neighborhood. Through the influence of globalization, time became so compressed
that it could no longer serve specific identities for localities, as in the past, and its
ability to create identity decreased. As a result, the stopping points have decreased
and the number of social relations has also decreased in the city and its
neighborhoods. Confusion and chaos are the consequences of living in today's
neighborhoods. The reason forthe need for such spaces is the disregard for the
continuity of history and the lack of memory in a particular place, to bring people
together. The main issue is how to understand the temporal components in the
public spaces of the neighborhoods and provide planning-based solutions to
improve the quality of the public spaces of the neighborhoods through the
evaluation of the public spaces functions of the urban neighborhoods.

Objective: The most important aim of this article is to identify and evaluate the
temporal components of public spaces in urban areas, by the temporal context of
the areas, and to provide strategies and solutions for time-based planning to
improve the quality of public spaces in urban areas. For this purpose, to evaluate
the function of the public space, the time components were examined in the

Cite this article:

Ashoori Chahardeh, Matin., Azizi , Mohammad Mehdi, (2023). C An Assessment of the Public Space of Urban
Neighborhoods With Emphasis on the Concept of Time (Case Study: Golsar and Sagharisazan Neighborhoods in Rasht City).
Urban Planning Knowledge, 7(4), 1-24. Doi: 10.22124/UPK.2024.25325.1880


mailto:mmazizi@ut.ac.ir

T

University of Guilan

Urban Planning Knowledge %K

ISSN: 2645-5412

Sagrisazan neighborhood and the Golsar neighborhood of Rasht City, and the
extent of their influence on making the space more active was evaluated. In the
following, the effect that time has on the spaces of these two neighborhoods has
been determined and used in providing appropriate strategies and solutions to
improve the atmosphere of the neighborhoods.

Methodology: The sample neighborhoods of this research are the traditional
Sagrisazan neighborhood and the modern Gulsar neighborhood in Rasht city. Time-
related indicators affecting the functioning of the public space of the
neighborhoods were extracted from the theoretical texts using the analytical-
exploratory research method and were evaluated and analyzed. In this research,
the sub-criteria extracted from the theoretical foundations are categorized in the
framework of four main criteria: 1- physical quality, 2- functional efficiency, 3-
social sustainability, and 4- dynamism and vitality. Evaluation of the function of the
public space of Golsar and Sagrisazan neighborhoods was done with the help of
indicators related to each of these criteria and in the field method by urban
planning experts familiar with Golsar and Sagrisazan neighborhoods and the
residents of each neighborhood. In this way, at first, the indicators were extracted
by reviewing the literature. Then the work continues using observation, interviews
with experts, sampling and questionnaires. With the help of Cochran's formula in
random sampling, a sample size of 380 was obtained, and the data were collected
according to the five-choice Likert scale. Finally, it was analyzed and evaluated
using the hierarchical analysis (AHP) and combining it with the SWAT matrix.

Results: Management of time structures affects on increasing dynamism and
vitality in city spaces and urban neighborhoods, and considering this effect of time
in the functions of the public space of cities and urban neighborhoods can reduce
the negative effects of weakening public spaces and social life. At present, the
importance of time studies can be understood by looking at cities; How to live in
neighborhoods during the years of the existence of neighborhoods and activities in
its public spaces in different seasons, months, and even hours of the day and night
can be considered as one of the distinguishing factors in them and recognition of
the neighborhood's identity characteristics, and this issue requires a design
appropriate to its time components. A solution for the successful planning of the
city's public spaces is the convergence of strategies that imply three related
elements: 1- People (knowledge of cultural, social, economic characteristics,
lifestyle, needs, facilities, etc.) 2- Time (Paying attention to special times such as
nighttime, weekends, holidays and times when special events occur in the city) 3-
Creativity (using all capacities, both old and new, to design an economic, cultural
and social place Stable); Therefore, the element of time is one of the important
elements in urban planning and design, which is mutually related to the two
elements of people and creativity. Based on the studies carried out in this
research, it was determined that time components (year, season, month, day, and
hour), along with conventional influential components in space (physical,
functional, cultural, and social components, communication, visual and
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perceptual), have an impact on the functioning of public spaces in urban areas and
should be considered along with other conventional components in the public
space of the city and urban areas. The appearance of temporal components is
different in old and new neighborhoods, and by evaluating the general space of
the neighborhoods, time planning strategies of the neighborhoods were extracted.
A significant percentage of the solutions extracted in this research can be
generalized and used in other areas, but it should be noted that the prioritization
of these solutions should be in accordance with the existing context of the above
neighborhood. The indicators extracted in this research can also be used in the
evaluation of the general atmosphere of that position, if localized and adapted to
specific positions. Paying attention to the year component is shown in paying
attention to the topic of age in space, and it is necessary to strengthen the
elements indicating the age of localities. Special times with a dynamic and active
situation in the neighborhood are important and influential time components that
can together create a time map of the city. Considering that our country has many
special times (such as Muharram, Nowruz, Yalda, etc.) that are welcomed by the
people, we should try to display as many components as possible in the spaces of
the city and neighborhoods and make the most of this existing potential. Finally, it
can be said that the appearance of the temporal components of each
neighborhood is proportional to their time background and different from other
neighborhoods, and the management of temporal structures influences increasing
the quality of the neighborhood's public spaces.

Conclusion: The results of this research showed that every neighborhood has its
times, and it is necessary to consider its specific time frame for future planning to
improve the quality of the public space of the neighborhoods.

Highlight:

. Time components (year, season, month, day, and hour) influencethe functioning of public spaces
of the city and urban neighborhoods, and the appearance of time components is different in
neighborhoods and each neighborhood has its times.

® By knowing the functions of the public space and time components in the public space of
neighborhoods, the quality of public spaces of the neighborhood can be improved.
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