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Abstract

Continental Philosophy, through dialogues with German Idealism and
Romanticism, and in accordance with Subjectivism, Criticism, Traditionalism,
Historicism, and Anti-authoritarianism, has influenced many literary theories,
especially phenomenology and hermeneutics. Although continental and analytical
philosophies have influenced other literary theories, the present article contends
that in the conflict between the ‘continental’ and ‘analytical’ approaches,
continental philosophy is characterized by ‘taste’ and ‘literary’ insights as well as
uncertainty, multiplicity of methods, and even antagonism. The method exhibits
radical differences with natural sciences (Positivism), Existentialism, and subject
orientation, and it can be regarded as a much more suitable medium for the
development and application of reader-response theories. Therefore, in the
present article, while enumerating the common features of continental literature
and philosophy, we will show that the relation between philosophy and literary
theory, often formed through continental approaches and reader-centered
theories, are visibly compatible with this approach. We will also discuss that in
addition to the political and academic origins that played a role in the emergence
of schools such as Constance, numerous drawbacks in Enlightenment philosophy,
including the failure of rationality, the undesirable consequences of Capitalism, the
gradual disappearance of Christian values, have profoundly influenced the
formation of reader-response theories.

Keywords: Literary Theory, Continental Philosophy, Hermeneutics, Reader-
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

The present article studies the relation between literary theory and continental
philosophy through the major premises of reader-response theories. Continental
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philosophy is a much more suitable medium for the development and application
of reader-response theories due to its ‘taste’ and ‘literary’ insights, uncertainty,
multiplicity of methods, antagonism, and its differences with the methods of
natural sciences (Positivism), Existentialism, and subject orientation. We will also
discuss that in addition to the political and academic origins that played a role in
the emergence of schools such as Constance, numerous drawbacks in
Enlightenment philosophy, including the failure of rationality, the undesirable
consequences of Capitalism, and the gradual disappearance of Christian values,
have profoundly influenced the formation of reader-response theories. It must be
mentioned that Subjectivism, in a historical exigency and a paradoxical situation,
functions as an agency for both the emergence of Nihilism and its refutation.

2. Theoretical Framework

In addition to giving rise and influencing critical approaches such as philosophical,
social, and psychological, literary theories have often been influenced by the
philosophical schools of ‘Continental’ and ‘Analectic’ philosophy. Although in
contemporary philosophy, many affinities have emerged between these two
philosophies, and in some levels and stages, they have ‘sympathy’ and ‘alignment’
with each, there are still obvious differences and gaps between these two
philosophies. By scrutinizing the foundations and components of these two
philosophies, we will show that the continental approach has had a considerable
impact on the emergence of reader-response theories through Subjectivism,
Historicism, Criticism, Semiotics, Relativism (Pluralism), Anti-authoritarianism, and
Humanism, among other notions.

3. Methodology

The present article is a descriptive-analytical library-based research. Through
comparing and contrasting the elements of ‘continental’ and ‘analytical’
philosophy, this article ties to shed light on the links, affinities, and relations
between continental philosophy and ‘reader-response’ literary theories. We will
also argue that Hans Robert Jauss adopted a more methodological, documented,
and substantiated approach by moving away from ‘subjectivism’ and laying
emphasis on tradition and history.

4. Discussion and Analysis

Reader-response theories are divided into two approaches: ‘Phenomenological
Hermeneutics’ and ‘Ontological Hermeneutics,” which in the school of ‘Reception
Aesthetics’ is divided into two forms: ‘Theoreto-Textual’ and ‘Socio-historical.’
Phenomenological Hermeneutics (theoreto-textual) is a combination of Husserl
and Heidegger's views, and is dominated by ‘Husserlian’ elements. Also,
Ontological Hermeneutics (socio-historical) is associated with assumptions put
forward by Heidegger and Gadamer. The most important feature of the theoreto-
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textual approach is ‘parenthesizing’ the world and everything in it, including the
author, history, situation, and context. This concept has deeply influenced the
views of Roman Ingarden, Wolfgang Eiser, Jirgen Habermas, and David Bleich. The
most remarkable aspect of the socio-historical approach, pioneered by ‘Hans
Robert Jauss,” whose opinions are deeply rooted in Heidegger and Gadamer’s
thoughts, is transition from ‘Subjectivism’ to Historicism, Contextualism,
Traditionalism, and Paradigmism. This article indicates that ‘Subjectivism’ can be
viewed as both a reason for the emergence of ‘Nihilism’ and a reaction to it. It also
identifies ‘reader-response’ literary theories as a critique of ‘Nihilism.’

5. Conclusion

The present research shows that ‘comprehensive’ and ‘precise’ comparisons can
be used to explain the relations between literature and philosophy in general, and
philosophy and literary theory, in particular. Continental Philosophy incorporates
interpretative, hermeneutic, subjective, relative, non-deterministic, historic, and
traditional elements. It is more aligned with interpretive and reader-response
theories. Therefore, the origin of reader-response theories can be traced in the
‘continental tradition.” Consequently, the article tackles a number of the basic
elements of reader-response theories as rooted in the continental philosophers’
struggle with the crisis of ‘Subjectivism’ and ‘Nihilism.” In this complicated, critical,
and ‘paradoxical’ context, ‘Subjectivism’ has been both a ‘factor’ in the emergence
of Nihilism and an ‘answer’ to the crises arising from it. Therefore, through
‘Subjectivism,” ‘literary texts’ replaced ‘scriptures’ and ‘reader-response literary
theories’ replaced ‘traditional (religious) exegesis theories.’” The article divides
reader-response theories into two major approaches: ‘theoreto-textual’
(Husserlian) and ‘socio-historical’ (Heidegger and Gadamer). The former,
propagated by such philosophers as Eiser, Ingarden, Habermas, and Bleich, insists
on parenthesizing ‘historical assumptions’ and ‘preconceptions.” Relying on the
‘mentality of the interpreter,” it often suffers from relative and unconditional
interpretations. However, in the latter, philosophers such as Jauss, Stanley Fish,
and Pierre Bourdieu, underscored ‘history and tradition” and moved reader-
response theories from ‘pure subjectivism and mentalism’ to intellectual,
historical, epistemological, political, social, and cultural ‘paradigms.” That is why
theories proposed by Jauss and his followers, compared to other theories in
aesthetics, look more comprehensive, concrete, convincing, detailed, and justified.
Jauss adopts a ‘middle’ method, based on the historicity of the text, the horizon of
expectation, and the existential mindset of the reader. Also, by creating a dialectic
interaction among them, he demonstrates a deeper understanding and more
fundamental conception of ‘interpretation.’
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