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Introduction: The current system of development and urban planning in Iran is very centralized
and its local situation is in contradiction with the global conditions. The limitations created by
the centralized urban development plans in the country, the multiplicity of responsibilities and
management in urban development, create other problems in the urban planning process. In
fact, despite the brilliant history of modern planning in the country and nearly 5 decades of
experience in preparing, approving, and implementing urban development plans and programs,
usually the implementation of these plans in urban environments because of organic change in
the city is severely delayed and has not achieved much success. Considering the specific
conditions and issues of the country and the failure to meet the final goals of the urban
development plans that were prepared and compiled following the common western models and
mainly based on comprehensive and sometimes strategic approaches, planning documents and
the urban development of the country, there is a requirement of special attention with a new
approach in urban planning. With such a situation, due to the current conditions and facing
numerous challenges and managing possible risks in the future development of cities, we need to
rethink the process and structure of urban development plans and programs in the country, and
it is necessary to conduct future research in the field of urban and regional planning to know and
respond to this need by adopting new approaches in the process of preparing and compiling the
country's urban development plans.

Methodology: The current research is fundamental research and its nature is criticism,
pathology, and analysis of the planning system of the existing situation of Iranian cities.
According to the purpose, it is qualitative-descriptive research. In this regard, by using the
analytical and inferential method and studying the library resources and relevant documents,
the collected information and data will be reviewed and finally, conclusions and suggestions will
be presented to correct the inefficiencies. In this article, an attempt has been made to identify the
problems and shortcomings of urban development plans and explain the new approach based on
sustainable development paradigms with a systemic view and based on planning experiences
and records in Iran and criticism of common processes.

Results: Many researchers have investigated the most important examples of the inefficiency of
comprehensive plans in their studies while explaining the inadequacies in the urban planning
process of the country, which mainly focused on the inefficiency in the field of objective
knowledge, the methodology, and the weakness in the theoretical structures of the plans, and
they have pointed out the country's challenges and weaknesses in accepting the strategic
approach as a superior and participatory approach in the country's urban planning and
management process. In a general view, it can be concluded that the most important reasons for
changing the attitude from traditional urban planning (predominance of comprehensive plan) to
contemporary urban planning (a strategic approach) in the country are the following three
factors: A- The content of the plans (non-compliance with Iran's conditions, lack of attention to

Cite this article:

Pourmohammadi, M. (2022). Urban Spatial Planning; Rethinking the Structure of Urban Development Plans. Urban Planning Knowledge, 6(3), 23-37. Doi:
https://dx.doi.org/10.22124 /UPK.2023.18286.1588


mailto:M.r.pourmohammadi@gmail.com
https://dx.doi.org/10.22124/UPK.2023.18286.1588

T

University of Guilan

Urban Planning Knowledge %K

ISSN: 2645-5412

the possibilities of service production, lack of clarity of national and regional policies, lack of
connection between studies and design, the sameness of service description, etc.) B- Review and
approval process (lack of attention to the process of review and approval, emphasis on physical
evaluation, lack of attention to executive facilities, lack of a codified monitoring system, and lack
of citizens' participation) C- Inadequacy and executive problems (lack of coordination of urban
plans with sectoral construction plans, lack of technical and executive staf.

Discussion: In Iran, after more than 5 decades of preparing urban development plans, there
have been deficiencies and inadequacies in the field of urban management. Despite the long
history of preparing urban development plans in Iran, these plans have often not achieved their
desired results and goals, and urban growth and expansion through the process of spontaneous
conversion and use of urban land, has occurred. Due to the continuous failure of development
plans, it seems that the real reasons for such a problem should be evaluated; legal support,
institutional frameworks, patterns, and approaches used in the preparation of urban
development plans and documents and the policies of these plans, are among the most effective
factors in the urban planning process, and the new expectations and needs that arise from the
desired plan can be described as follows: e The planning system must be strengthened;
Strengthening should be in the direction of planning measures and their realization: especially in
the fields of land use policy, building regulations, ownership, registration of documents and
transactions, etc. ¢ Deregulation in some fields will be necessary to strengthen planning
efficiency. » From the psychological aspect, the role and position of planners need to change and
improve the quality: the role of executive operations, management, and coordination needs to be
strengthened through direct training and during the planning process. ¢ A more useful
interaction between politicians, professionals, and citizens is necessary to reach support and
interest. « While the planning process is progressing, the understanding between actors and
participants should be improved. » A balance between economic, ecological, and social objectives
should be reached to achieve sustainable spatial development.

Conclusion: In addition to the two major levels of planning (national and regional planning),
management at the local and urban levels also requires moving in the direction of accepting
complexity, multiplicity, uncertainty, and planning based on comprehensive knowledge of all
elements and factors for the future of the city. The ruling thinking on comprehensive, detailed,
and even strategic plans has not been able to have positive effects on urban development
management. So far, there has been almost no systematic connection between urban
development documents and national and regional development documents, and each level of
the program has been prepared and implemented almost independently, which is the result of
today's Iranian society. It should be said that the current problems of human society are caused
by two factors: first, insufficient knowledge of the future in formulating urban development
plans, and second, rapid changes and developments in the field of technology along with the
accelerated process of globalization. Accordingly, today, to compensate for the mistakes of the
past, it is necessary to know future developments with a foresight approach based on spatial
planning thinking, and it is one of the basic priorities of urban management. The lack of
intelligent knowledge of the future is also affected by the planning tools and how they are used
in the planning process. In this regard, the urban spatial planning document was proposed as a
new approach to urban development and new thinking of urban development management. The
urban spatial planning document is a part of the spatial planning of the whole country, which is
activated within the geographical limits of the city and before it is an executive act, it is a way of
thinking, foundations, and decision-making in the future development of the city based on the
previous, conscious and future will, and it is descriptive and based on national macro-plans and
in a hierarchical structure called "Spatial Planning Policy" and its upstream document is
provincial and national development documents.

Highlight:
e The necessity of knowing future developments with a foresight approach based on spatial
planning thinking in urban management
e Proposing spatial planning documents as a new approach to urban development as new
thinking of urban development management
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