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Abstract

The form of language or the way we speak about the (past) world is not neutral
and insignificant. A formalist critique, of the kind put forward in the present
paper, will show that, beyond the themes, purposes, methods, and approaches
of our historical inquiry, the form of speaking chosen by, or often imposed on,
us is decisive. The present article introduces two basic forms of speaking about
a period in the human past: the theoretical and the story-based. This formalist
study recognizes the forceful fascism of language and takes it most seriously.
Nevertheless, it seeks to find a form appropriate to historical study, that is, a
linguistic form which is able to avoid the excessive and innate desire of the
human mind and language for appropriating the other and, ultimately, killing
her/him. Employing the views of phenomenological and existentialist thinkers,
the article introduces a story-based form that is able to speak about the
sensory and primordial experience of man, and her/his being-in-the-world.

Keywords: Linguistic Form, Formalist Criticism, Theory, Fiction, Phenomenological-
Existentialist Outlook

Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

The present article studies the main forms of speaking about a situation —
more specifically about a situation in the past — and tries to find out what
forms of language can depict the specificity of a concrete social or material
situation. Since language, according to thinkers such as Roland Barthes, is by
nature fascist, speaking about a specific temporal-spatial condition is difficult,
if not impossible. Since a historical representation of the past is, by definition,
impossible, and the subject — i.e., the historian or researcher — is inevitably
trapped in her/his subjectivity, such a representation becomes even more
difficult. But a revolt in language against the nature of language is possible. The
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present paper seeks to study such a possibility through the ideas of
phenomenologists and existentialists such as Merleau-Ponty, Heidegger and
Gabriel Marcel.

2. Theoretical Framework

Two basic forms of speaking about a specific situation in the past have been
identified in this paper: the theoretical form and the story-based form.
Drawing on phenomenological-existentialist theories, the present article tries
to show that unlike the theoretical form, the story-based form has its formal
characteristics, consistent with the materiality, corporeality and specificity of
the human condition, which can stand against the nature of language.

3. Methodology

The present article has adopted a formalist approach. It compares two
important linguistic forms in speaking about a specific situation and illustrates
their characteristics by drawing upon phenomenological-existentialist theories.

4. Discussion and Analysis

The present article reveals that unlike the theoretical form (either conceptual
or narrative), the story-based form is able to realize historiographical ideals.
We cannot speak about the existentialist experiences of concrete humans
through an anti-existentialist, anti-concrete form. The story-based form is able
to speak about the sensory and primordial experience of individuals and
describe their being-in-the-world. This form can resist the human desire to
appropriate the human beings living in the past. Therefore, this linguistic form,
which relies on phenomenological-existentialist principles, is able to speak
about the other.

5. Conclusion

Three important conclusions can be drawn from the present study. First, to
find out how successfully a specific situation (in the past) can be described, the
form of narration is of paramount importance rather than content-related
issues, such as the subject in question, the writer’s objectives, and her/his
worldview and interests. Second, two fundamental, irreducible linguistic forms
can be identified for the description of a specific situation: the theoretical form
and the story-based form. Third, only the story-based form, because of its
formal characteristics, is able to help realize the other-oriented ideals of the
phenomenological-existentialist approach.
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