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Abstract

The ‘literary revolution’ planned by the Iranian constitutional intelligentsia and
carried out by figures such as Ali Asghar Taleghani and Taghi Raf’at, rather than
making new forms of poetry embracing the revolutionary content, proved
itself to be an opposition to the classical tradition. The socio-political
revolution had also influenced the Iranian literary field but did not lead to
genuine literary theorization. The present article is based on Foucault’s
archeology, but to expand the notion of the subject in his theory of discourse,
the role of the subject will be further discussed through concepts such as the
“logic of equivalence,” “discursive otherness,” the “subject position,” and the
“pre-given subject,” as proposed by Laclau and Mouffe. The supporters of the
traditional trend in poetry, like the poet-laureate Bahar and the poet-critic,
Vahid Dastgerdi, attempting to canonize a neoclassical perspective, interpreted
the literary revolution as an evolution or opposition against literary
conventions. Employing Foucauldian archeology, the present paper tries to
show that the notion of literary revolution goes back to the French Revolution
and the later Ottoman and Russian practices, rooted in the zero degree of the
emergence of literary revolution in Victor Hugo’s discourse which formed a
romantic opposition to the classics. The genealogy of the concept shows how
the literary traditionalists and conservatives used discursive strategies such as
“destroying the meanings proposed by literary revolutionaries,” “focusing on
literary figures from the past,” and “separating the political domain from the
literary domain” to develop peripheral meanings and marginalize the definition
of literary revolution proposed by the modernists.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Thinkers such as Fathali Akhoundzadeh and Aghakhan Kermani deemed
fundamental changes in Iranian literature essential due to the absence of
critical expression in classical Persian literature. Later, Aliasghar Taleghani and
Taghi Raf’at, influenced by French literature, especially Victor Hugo, and the
Russian Revolution, articulated the literary revolution discourse in Iran.
Taleghani sought to bring about a literary revolution in Persian literature and
criticized classical literature represented by poets such as Hafiz, Rumi, Sa’di, a
movement that was resisted by more conservative literary figures such as
Rashid Yasami, Abbas Egbal Ashtiani, Saeed Nafisi, Taghizadeh and Malek-o-
Shoa’ra Bahar.

2. Theoretical Framework

The present article draws on Foucault’s theory of discourse analysis,
particularly his idea of genealogy. To further explain the status of the subject
of Foucault’s theory, we have employed the concepts and strategies developed
in Laclau and Mouffe’s discourse theory.

3. Methodology

The present article employs the qualitative content analysis methodology.
Foucault’s theory of discourse analysis has been used to study the ‘literary
revolution’ supported by some important literary figures in Iran.

4. Discussion and Analysis

A careful study of reports by literary journals and associations in the final
decades of the Qajar era can clarify some ambiguities in the literary revolution
in Iran. The present study examines French, Ottoman and Russian influences
on the ‘literary revolution’ in Iran and describes both revolutionary and
conservative attitudes toward the literary revolution discourse. Our semiotic
and genealogical study of the concept of literary revolution identified
hegemonic signification employed by subjects in the articulation of discourses.

5. Conclusion

Literary figures in Iran reacted differently to the ‘literary revolution’ in Iran.
Rather than develop new forms of poetry that embraced the revolutionary
content, the revolution was an opposition to Iranian classical poetry because it
did not result in genuine literary theorization. The idea of a literary revolution
draws heavily on French, Ottoman and Russian literary movements. The
genealogy of this idea reveals that literary traditionalists and conservatives
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employed discursive strategies such as “destroying the meanings proposed by
literary revolutionaries,” “focusing on literary figures from the past,” and
“separating the political domain from the literary domain.” Advocates of the
literary revolution, on the other hand, tried to focus on their central signifier,
i.e., “revolutionary dissent.”
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When | consider how my light is spent

When | consider how my light is spent,

Ere half my days, in this dark world and wide,
And that one Talent which is death to hide
Lo’ged with me useless, though my Soul more
bent

To serve therewith my Maker, and present

My true account, lest he returning chide;
“Doth God exact day-labour, light denied?”

| fondly ask. But patience, to prevent

That murmur, soon replies, “God doth not need
Either man’s work or his own gifts; who best
Bear his mild yoke, they serve him best. His
state

Is Kingly. Thousands at his bidding speed

And post o’er Land and Ocean without rest:
They also serve who only stand and wait.
(Milton, 1977: 223)
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