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Abstract

As the most important mystical concept, Truth is the culmination of mankind’s
contemplation of his relation to existence and its Creator (Haq). Since these
general concepts cannot be articulated through a theoretical framework, they
enter the realm of metaphors, which are images resulting from the relationship
between the components of this whole. Employing Blumenberg’s
metaphorology, the present article studies the mechanism whereby an idea is
transformed into a metaphor, and examines its application in illuminating the
two important motifs of mysticism, i.e., Truth and the Path (farigat). In Hans
Blumenberg’s thought, an absolute metaphor starts with a fundamental
primordial principle. Concepts move from the domain of objectivity to the
metaphysical domain, and through repetition and making connections between
the components of the concepts, an absolute metaphor is formed and becomes
axiomatic. Emphasizing the significance of absolute metaphors in explicating
mystical concepts, the article further investigates the concept of ‘progress’ (sayr)
and its components in mystical allegories, studies the mutations of a concept by
considering the history of metaphors, and discusses concepts such as asceticism
(ryazat) which, due to repetition, have been fixated in the lexical domain.

Keywords: Absolute Metaphor, Tarigat, Truth, The Way, The King, Tazkirat al-
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Coding is the main mechanism of the metaphors of Truth. By analyzing the
history of the metaphor of light, Blumenberg identifies a schema whose
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components form the metaphor of light. In the present study, we have focused
on the characteristics of ‘sayr’ (progress) and concepts that can be collected
within the framework of ‘tarigat’ (way) and Truth, and have concluded that the
metaphors the ‘way’ and the ‘king’ in mysticism, which revolve around the
concept of Truth, are based on the history and components of such a schema.

2. Theoretical Framework

When using a metaphor to express a concept, we deal with all aspects of a
specific phenomenon rather than just its metaphysical aspects. While in
mysticism, the metaphysical aspect is of importance, Blumenberg stresses that
the concept of Truth in the metaphor of light is associated with the whole
nature of light rather than a part of it. Therefore, in metaphors such as ‘light’
(Truth), the ‘way’ (mystical journey) and the ‘king’ (Truth), an ontological
explanation of this concept can be offered only through an objective, natural
experience.

3. Methodology

To study the metaphors the ‘way’ and the ‘king’ we drew upon Blumenberg’s
concept of Truth and the use of metaphors connected with it, such as ‘light’. In
the present study, these concepts have been compared with mystical
concepts.

4. Discussion and Analysis

In discussing the components of the allegory of the ‘cave’, Blumenberg points
to components that form the metaphor ‘light’, such as the darkness inside the
cave and the fire outside. Based on the concept of semantic cluster, we discuss
how a number of concepts can be expressed through a single metaphor, and
give two important metaphors in mystical texts as examples. Blumenberg
believes that the concepts in a single semantic cluster are collected through a
single main metaphor in a single structure, and referring to any single
component can evoke all associated concepts. Drawing upon this idea, we
examine the components of the semantic cluster of the metaphors the ‘way’
and the ‘king’, each of which refer to a specific topic in mysticism.

5. Conclusion

The presence of a semantic context or cluster is the main difference between
absolute metaphors and decorative metaphors. Decorative metaphors are
aimed at creating a piece of beautiful writing, while absolute metaphors are
used to express concepts and develop specific terms. Absolute metaphors are
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important in that they help develop concepts through which ideas are
expressed.
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2. Light= Truth/Being
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"God: the perfect and all-powerful spirit or being that is worshipped
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