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Abstract

Hegel, a German philosopher, and Bakhtin, a Russian literary critic, are the two
thinkers who have placed the novel within the framework of their
contemplation and have focused on the element of self-consciousness in the
novel. In Hegel’s philosophy, in the course of the Spirit’s development towards
freedom, the novel is the highest manifestation of the Spirit in artistic form,
where the Spirit reaches one of the highest levels of self-consciousness.

Moreover, due to its origins in the romantic era of art, the novel has heroes
with self-consciousness. Bakhtin views self-consciousness in the novel from
two perspectives: one is where he introduces the novel as a kind of self-
conscious genre, and the other one is where he speaks about the self-
consciousness of the novel’s hero. When Bakhtin introduces Dostoevsky as the
creator of the polyphonic novel, he says it is the hero’s self-consciousness that
gives Dostoevsky’s novels the quality of polyphony. Yet, the talk of self-

consciousness in the novel intertwines with the talk of homelessness in both
thinkers’ discussions. In this paper, we have tried to show the position of each
of the two thinkers with regard to this subject, their similarities and
differences, and the dialogue between them.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Bakhtin is mostly regarded as a critic of Hegel. However, he believes that a text
is not a separate, detached phenomenon but it rather develops through
dialogues and interactions with other texts. The same principle is true about
Bakhtin’s writings as well. Thus, according to Bakhtin himself, it is not
surprising if we try to uncover his hidden dialogues with Hegel. For this
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purpose, the concept of self-consciousness, which has been examined by both
thinkers, will be studied here in order to understand the ideas they have in
common in this regard.

2. Theoretical Framework

Hegel and Bakhtin attached great importance to self-consciousness in the
novel. According to Hegel, the spirit can overcome its self-alienation and
achieve a degree of freedom through self-consciousness. He believes that in
Romantic art, with the novel being one of its types, the protagonist is self-
conscious. Bakhtin’s theory of the novel, which is a response to Lukdcs’s The
Theory of the Novel, tries to highlight the points where he distinguishes himself
from Hegel. Lukacs, as a commentator of Hegel’s ideas about the novel,
accepts that the novel has replaced the epic in modern times and adds that it
is the story of man’s homelessness. Bakhtin holds that the novel is the
outcome of man’s homelessness. While Lukdcs finds the novel to be the story
of man’s transcendental homelessness, Bakhtin regards it as the linguistic
homelessness of human beings. He is different from Hegel and Lukacs in that
he welcomes this homelessness and does not, unlike Hegel, try to overcome it.

3. Methodology
The present article has adopted the library-based research method to study
self-consciousness in the novel.

4. Discussion and Analysis

Both Hegel and Bakhtin have discussed self-consciousness in the novel;
however, whereas Hegel bases his discussion on dialectics, Bakhtin’s discussion
revolves around dialogue. To Hegel, the novel is the art of struggle and
hostility, which should be directed toward peace and unity, but Bakhtin
welcomes plurality and polyphony. To Hegel and Lukacs the novel is associated
with self-alienation and homeless, but to Bakhtin it is the source of creativity
and freedom. Hegel finds self-consciousness an attempt to overcome self-
alienation and homelessness, but self-consciousness in Bakhtin is the result of
mans’ homelessness as without it freedom and consequently polyphony
cannot be achieved.

5. Conclusion

A study of ideas of Hegel and Bakhtin concerning the two concepts of self-
consciousness and homelessness in novels reveals that the two thinkers share
some ideas in this regard, resulting from a kind of dialogue between them. The
differences in their ideas are due to a difference in the bases of their thoughts.
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