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Abstract

Different styles of illustration can be found in retellings of Shahnameh for
children. These styles cover a wide range from realistic to the abstract. They
have used visual cues to reinforce or sometimes weaken linguistic concepts.
One of the functions of visual cues in the narratives is to characterize or
identify the heroes. In this paper, the aforementioned ontological signs are
classified and analyzed according to Peirce’s semiotic system. The Pierce
trilogy (icon, index, symbol) shows the amount of distance between the
signifier and the signified. Iconic symbols have the highest degree of
similarity to the signifier, and symbolic signs have the least. The index marks
are in between. In this study, we understand the importance of imagery as
an enlightening factor in enhancing children’s cognitive understanding. We
also find that these signs, while being motifs for recognizing the characters in
the story, also reflect social and cultural characteristics, and the illustrators
have not always based their work on the child on and his or her pre-learned
experiences of image perception; rather, they have taken into account
popular preferences and individual style. Of the three styles examined
(realistic, abstract, and miniature), realistic style has the most, and miniature
style has the least iconic and indexical signs to identify the characters in the
story. Symbolic signs are seen in almost the same proportion in all three
styles. In terms of the relationship between the text and the image, there is
generally an increasing relationship.
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1. Introduction

Different styles of illustration have been used in retellings of Shahnameh
for children. Identity signs are created through visual sings inspired by
the text or through the signs constructed by the illustrator, which are
closely or remotely connected with the stories. A sign is composed of
three parts: the sign itself, the sign in relation to its object, and the sign
as it is redefined as the representation of an object. Identity is made up
of a collection of social, cultural, psychological, philosophical, biological
and historical characteristics that signify the nature or essence of a
group and distinguish it at a specific time or place from other groups or
members belonging to them.

2. Theoretical Framework

According to Pierce, the relationship between the signifier and the
signified is classified depending on the extent to which they are natural
or arbitrary. In the present study, the text is regarded as the signifier,
and the image, which is the consequence of the text, is the signified. The
identity signs in the present study are the motifs and repeated elements
for recognizing the characters in the story.

3. Methodology

The present study is qualitative and is based on deduction and
induction. First, the identity signs were extracted from the case studies
and then classified based on Pierce’s theory of semiotic systems.

4. Findings

The identity signs in the case studies here can be grouped as symbols,
indexes and icons. Symbolic signs had both explicit and implicit
meanings. The explicit meanings can be regarded as index signs that
complete their signifier. The implicit meanings are symbolic signs and
ought to be interpreted. Index signs include reactions, movements and
figuration. They are made up of conceptual grammar and narrative
grammar. In conceptual grammar individuals are identified through the
fixed features of their faces. The signs and movements are used in
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narrative grammar to interpret individuals. In realistic works the largest
amount of iconic signs and in miniatures the least amount of iconic signs
can be seen. One problem with the illustrations in retellings of
Shahnamedh is that iconic signs are not in harmony.

5. Conclusion

Historically the first works retold for children followed the tradition of
lithograph books, i.e., providing books for audiences who are not well-
educated. In these works, explanatory notes are offered next to the
images (symbolic sign), which along with realism in presenting figures
and movements (index and iconic signs) try to reveal the identity of the
character to the audience. With the rise of modernism and abstract
illustration, implied and conceptual signs find their ways into
illustrations more frequently, while iconic signs that are based on the
similarities between the signifier and the signified are rarely used. Even
though the course of history and changes in artistic taste play a role in
the types of signs, the most influential factor seems to be style.
Therefore, audiences’ taste, illustrators’ personal style and oral
traditions are the most important factors that determine the types of
signs used in illustrations.
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