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TIGHT CLOSURE OF A GRADED IDEAL RELATIVE
TO A GRADED MODULE

F. DOROSTKAR ∗ AND R. KHOSRAVI

Abstract. In this paper we will study the tight closure of a
graded ideal relative to a graded module.

1. introduction

Throughout this paper G is an arbitrary abelian group with identity
e and R will denote a commutative ring with identity and with prime
characteristic p. Also R◦ will denote the subset of R consisting of all
elements which are not contained in any minimal prime ideal of R.
Further N and Z will denote respectively the set of natural numbers
and the set of integer numbers.

The main idea of tight closure of an ideal in a commutative Noe-
therian ring (with prime characteristic) was introduce by Hochster and
Huneke in [7].

Let R be a Noetherian ring and I be an ideal of R. We recall that
an element x of R is said to be in tight closure, I∗, of I, if there exists
an element c ∈ R◦ such that for all sufficiently large e, cxp

e ∈ (ap
e

:
a ∈ I). The ideal (ap

e
: a ∈ I) is denoted by I [p

e] and is called the
eth Frobenius power of I. In particular if I = (a1, a2, ..., an), then

I [p
e] = (ap

e

1 , a
pe

2 , ..., a
pe

n ). The reader is referred to [12] for the tight
closure of an ideal.
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In the remainder of this paper, to simplify notation, we will write q to
stand for a power pe of p. For any ideals I and J , I [q] +J [q] = (I+J)[q],
I [q]J [q] = (IJ)[q].

In [2], the dual notion of tight closure of ideals relative to modules
was introduced and some properties of this concept which reflect results
of tight closure in the classical situation were obtained. It is appropriate
for us to begin by briefly summarizing some of main aspects.

Again let R be a Noetherian ring. Let I and J be ideals of R and
let M be an R−module. I is an F−reduction of the ideal J relative to
M , if I ⊆ J and there exists a c ∈ R◦ such that

(0 :M I [q]) ⊆ (0 :M cJ [q]) for all q � 0.

It is straightforward to see that the set of ideals of R which have I as
an F−reduction relative to M has a unique maximal member, denoted
by I∗[M ] and called the tight closure of I relative to M . This is in fact
the largest ideal which has I as F−reduction relative to M (see [2]).

An element x of R is said to be tight dependent on I relative to M ,
if there exists an element c ∈ R◦ such that

(0 :M I [q]) ⊆ (0 :M cxq) for all q � 0.

Moreover in [2], it was shown that

I∗[M ] = {x ∈ R : x is tight dependent on I relative to M}.

In this paper we will introduce the tight closure of a graded ideal
relative to a graded module and we will prove some properties for it.

2. Auxiliary results

Let G be a group. A ring R is said to be a G−graded or a graded ring
of type G if there exists a family {Rσ : σ ∈ g} of additive subgroups
of R such that R =

⊕
σ∈G

Rσ and RσRδ ⊆ Rσδ for every σ, δ ∈ G. Every

element of h(R) =
⋃
σ∈G

Rσ is called a homogeneous element. Further

any nonzero homogeneous element rσ ∈ Rσ is called a homogeneous
element of degree σ and we will write deg(rσ) = σ. It is well known
that Re is a subring of R and 1 ∈ Re.

If R is a graded ring, then every nonzero element r ∈ R has a unique
expression r = rσ1 + rσ2 + ... + rσn as a finite sum of nonzero homo-
geneous elements. The elements rσ1 , rσ2 , ..., rσn are called the homoge-
neous components of r. Also if I is an ideal of the graded ring R, then
Igr denotes the ideal of R generated by the elements h(I) = I ∩ h(R).
Clearly h(I) is the set of the homogeneous elements in I.
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Let R be a graded ring of type G. An R−module M is said to be a
graded left R−module if there exists a family {Mσ : σ ∈ g} of additive
subgroups of M such that M =

⊕
σ∈G

Mσ and RσMδ ⊆ Mσδ for every

σ, δ ∈ G. Every element of h(M) =
⋃
σ∈G

Mσ is called a homogeneous

element. Further any nonzero homogeneous element mσ ∈Mσ is called
a homogeneous element of degree σ and we will write deg(mσ) = σ.

Every nonzero element m ∈ M has a unique expression m = mσ1 +
mσ2 + ...+mσn as a finite sum of nonzero homogeneous elements. The
elements mσ1 ,mσ2 , ...,mσn are called the homogeneous components of
m. An submodule N of M is said to be a graded submodule if for every
n ∈ N the homogeneous components of n are in N . A submodule N
of graded R−module M is a graded submodule if and only if N is
generated by some homogeneous elements. An ideal I of graded ring
R is called a graded ideal if it is a graded submodule of R−module R
(see [8]).

Let R be a graded ring of type G and let M be a graded R−module.
The injective hull of M in the category of graded R−modules is denoted
by Eg(M). It follows from [6, 1.1], that Eg(M) is a submodule of the
ordinary injective hull E(M). A graded injective R−module E is a
graded injective cogenerator if it is a cogenerator in the category of
graded R−modules.

Let R be a G−graded ring and S be a multiplicatively closed set of
G-homogeneous elements not containing 0. Then RS is a graded ring
where for every g ∈ G

(RS)g := {r
s

: r ∈ Rh, s ∈ Rhg−1 , h ∈ G}.

Similarly, if M is a graded R−module, then the graded RS−module
MS is defined. If P is a G−graded prime ideal of R, then S = h(R)−P
is a multiplicatively closed set of G-homogeneous elements. Also the
G−graded ring RS and RS−module MS is denoted by R(P ) and M(P ).
We know the ring R(P ) is a graded local ring with graded maximal
ideal PR(P ). For every x ∈ h(R) − P multiplication by x induces an
automorphism of Egr(R/P ) and so Egr(R/P ) is an R(P )−module.

Let R be a G−graded ring. A graded R−module M is called graded
Noetherian or gr−Noetherian if M satisfies the ascending chain con-
dition for graded R−submodules of M . We know that, a graded
R−module M is graded Noetherian if and only if each graded submod-
ule of M is finitely generated or if and only if each non-empty family of
graded submodules of M has a maximal element (see [8]). A commu-
tative G−graded ring R is called graded Noetherian or gr−Noetherian
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if R is graded Noetherian as an R−module. If R is a Z−graded Noe-
therian ring then R is a Noetherian ring (see [6, 2.1]).

In the remainder of the paper, we assume that R is a commutative
graded Noetherian ring of type G (or when we declare, it is a Z−graded
Noetherian) with characteristic p.

By using a method similar that they used in [3, 1.5], one can obtain
the next proposition.

Proposition 2.1. Let R be Z−graded ring and F be a graded injective
cogenerator R−module. Let I and J be graded ideals of R. Then I ⊆ J
if and only if (0 :F J) ⊆ (0 :F I).

Corollary 2.2. Let R be Z−graded ring and I, J be graded ideals. Let
P be a graded prime ideal of R and E = Egr(R/P ). Then the following
conditions are equivalent:

(a) (0 :E J) ⊆ (0 :E I);
(b) IR(P ) ⊆ JR(P ).

Proof. This is well knowon from [10, 2.1(D)] that Egr(R(P )/PR(P )) is
a graded injective cogenerator. We know from [6, 4.5],

Egr(R(P )/PR(P )) ' (Egr(R/P ))(P ) ' Egr(R/P ).

Now since (0 :Egr(R/P ) J) ⊆ (0 :Egr(R/P ) I) if and only if (0 :Egr(R(P )/PR(P ))

J) ⊆ (0 :Egr(R(P )/PR(P )) I) the proof is clear from 2.1. �

It is well-known (cf. [11]) that, if I is a graded ideal of R then I∗ is
also a graded ideal.

Definition 2.3. Let I and J be graded ideals of R and M be an
graded R−module. We say that I is a graded F−reduction of the
ideal J relative to M , if I ⊆ J and there exists a c ∈ R◦ such that

(0 :M I [q]) ⊆ (0 :M cJ [q]) for all q � 0.

If the graded ideal I is a F−reduction of the the graded ideals J and J ′

relative to M then I is a F−reduction of the graded ideal J+J ′ relative
to M . Since R is a graded Notherian ring, the set of graded ideals R
which have the graded ideal I as a graded F−reduction relative to M
has a unique maximal member, denoted by I∗gr[M ] and is called the
gr-tight closure of I relative to M . This is in fact the largest graded
ideal which has I as F−reduction relative to M .

Definition 2.4. Let I be a graded ideal of R and M be a graded
R−module. A homogenous element a ∈ h(R) is called graded tight
dependent on I relative to M , if there exists a c ∈ R◦ such that

(0 :M I [q]) ⊆ (0 :M caq) for all q � 0.
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Also an element x ∈ R is called graded tight dependent on I relative
to M , if every homogenous component of x is graded tight dependent
on I relative to M .

Remark 2.5. Let I be a graded ideal ofR andM be a gradedR−module.
Since I [q] is a graded ideal of R, (0 :M I [q]) is a graded submodule of
M (see [9, Chap. 2, Sec. 11, Prop. 31]).

Remark 2.6. Let I be a graded ideal of R and let M be a graded
R−module and x ∈ R. Also assume that, x has the homogeneous com-
ponents xσ1 , ..., xσn ∈ h(R). Then x is graded tight dependent on I
relative to M if and only if I is a graded F−reduction of the graded
ideal I +Rxσ1 + ...+Rxσn relative to M .

Remark 2.7. Let I and J be graded ideals of R and let M be a graded
R−module. Then the following conditions hold.

(a) I ⊆ I∗ ⊆ I∗gr[M ].
(b) If I ⊆ J then I∗gr[M ] ⊆ J∗gr[M ].
(c) (I∗gr[M ])∗gr[M ] = I∗gr[M ].
(d) I∗gr[M ]J∗gr[M ] ⊆ (IJ)∗gr[M ].

Theorem 2.8. Let I be a graded ideal of R and let M be a graded
R−module. Then

I∗gr[M ] = {x ∈ R : x is graded tight dependent on I relative to M}.

Proof. Let x be graded tight dependent on I relative to M. Let x have
the homogeneous components xσ1 , ..., xσn ∈ h(R). Then for every 1 ≤
i ≤ n there exists a ci ∈ R◦ such that

(0 :M I [q]) ⊆ (0 :M cix
q
σi

) for all q � 0.

Let c = c1c2...cn. Then c ∈ R◦ and for all q � 0 we have

(0 :M I [q]) ⊆
n⋂
i=1

(0 :M cRxqσi) ⊆ (0 :M c(
n∑
i=1

Rxσi)
[q]).

This shows that I is a graded F−reduction of the graded ideal I +
n∑
i=1

Rxσi relative to M . Thus I +
n∑
i=1

Rxσi ⊆ I∗gr[M ] and so x = xσ1 +

...+ xσn ∈ I∗gr[M ].
For converse inclusion, let y ∈ I∗gr[M ]. Since I is a graded F−reduction

of the graded ideal I∗gr[M ] relative to M , there exists a c ∈ R◦ such
that

(0 :M I [q]) ⊆ (0 :M c(I∗gr[M ])[q]) for all q � 0.
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Let y = yσ1 + ...+ yσk where yσ1 , ..., yσk ∈ h(R). Since I∗[M ] is a graded
ideal, yσ1 , ..., yσk ∈ I∗gr[M ]. This implies that for all 1 ≤ i ≤ k and
q � 0 and so we have

(0 :M I [q]) ⊆ (0 :M c(I∗gr[M ])[q]) ⊆ (0 :M cyqσ1).

Hence y = yσ1 + ... + yσk is tightly dependent on I relative to M and
this completes the proof. �

Proposition 2.9. Let I be a graded ideal of R and M be a graded
R−module. Further assume that S is a multiplicatively closed subset
of R. Then

S−1(I∗gr[M ]) ⊆ (S−1I)∗gr[S
−1M ].

Proof. Let x
1
∈ S−1(I∗gr[M ]). Let x = xσ1 + xσ2 + ... + xσn where

xσ1 , xσ2 , ..., xσn ∈ h(R). By 2.8, xσi is graded tight dependent on I
relative to M for every 1 ≤ i ≤ n. So for each 1 ≤ i ≤ n, there exists
a ci ∈ R◦ such that

(0 :M I [q]) ⊆ (0 :M cix
q
σi

) for all q � 0.

Let c = c1c2...cn. It is straightforward to see that c
1
∈ (S−1R)◦ and for

every 1 ≤ i ≤ n we have

(0 :S−1M S−1I [q]) ⊆ (0 :M
c

1

xqσi
1

) for all q � 0.

This follows that x
1

=
xσ1
1

+
xσ2
1

+ ... + xσn
1

is graded tight dependent

on S−1I relative to S−1M and so x
1
∈ (S−1I)∗gr[S

−1M ] by 2.8. �

3. Main results

Theorem 3.1. Let R be a Noetherian G−graded ring and M be a
graded R−module. Then for every graded ideal I of R we have

I∗gr[M ] = (I∗[M ])gr.

Proof. Since R is a Noetherian ring, I∗[M ] can be defined. But I is a
graded F−reduction of I∗gr[M ] relative to M then I∗gr[M ] ⊆ I∗[M ] and

so I∗gr[M ] ⊆ (I∗[M ])gr. Now let x ∈ (I∗[M ])gr and x =
n∑
i=1

xσi where

xσi is a homogeneous element of degree σi for every 1 ≤ i ≤ n. Since
(I∗[M ])gr is a graded ideal, we have xσ1 , xσ2 , ..., xσn ∈ (I∗[M ])gr ⊆ I∗[M ].
This follows that for every 1 ≤ i ≤ n, there exists ci ∈ R◦ such that

(0 :M I [q]) ⊆ (0 :M cixσi
q) for all q � 0.

Then x =
n∑
i=1

xσi ∈ I∗gr[M ]. So (I∗[M ])gr ⊆ I∗gr[M ] and this completes

the proof. �
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Theorem 3.2. Let R be a Z−graded Noetherian ring and M be a
graded R−module. Then I∗[M ] is a graded ideal.

Proof. Since R is a Z−graded Noetherian ring, R is a Noetherian ring.
Then the integral closure of the ideal I relative to R−module M namely
I∗[M ] can be defined. Let x ∈ I∗[M ] and let x = xσ1 + ... + xσn where
xσ1 , ..., xσn ∈ h(R) and deg(xσj) = σj for all 1 ≤ j ≤ n. Since x ∈ I∗[M ]

there exists a c ∈ R◦ such that for all q � 0 we have

(0 :M I [q]) ⊆ (0 :M cxq) ⊆ (0 :M c(xqσ1 + ...+ xqσn)).

Assume that c = ct1 + ct2 + ... + ctr , where ct1 , ct2 , ..., ctr ∈ h(R) and
deg(cti) = ti for all 1 ≤ i ≤ r. By 2.5, (0 :M I [q]) is a graded sub-
module of M . If mλ is a homogeneous element of (0 :M I [q]) then
r∑
i=1

n∑
j=1

ctix
q
σj
mλ = 0. Let

q > { ti1 − ti2
σj2 − σj1

: 1 ≤ i1, i2 ≤ r, 1 ≤ j1, j2 ≤ n}.

If i1 6= i2 or j1 6= j2 then deg(cti1x
q
σj1
mλ) 6= deg(cti2x

q
σj2
mλ). This

follows that for all q � 0, ctix
q
σj
mλ = 0 and so cxqσimλ = 0. Thus

(0 :M I [q]) ⊆ (0 :M cxqσi) for all q � 0

for every 1 ≤ i ≤ n. Then xσi ∈ I∗[M ] and so I∗[M ] is a graded ideal. �

Corollary 3.3. Let R be a Z−graded Noetherian ring and M be a
graded R−module. Then for every graded ideal I of R we have

I∗gr[M ] = I∗[M ].

Proof. This immediately follows from 3.1 and 3.2. �

Lemma 3.4. Let R be a Z−graded Noetherian integral domain and let
I be a graded ideal of R. Let P ∈ Ass(R). Then

I∗gr[E
gr(R/P )] = I∗gr[R/P ].

Proof. By 3.3, I∗gr[E
gr(R/P )] = I∗[E

gr(R/P )] and I∗gr[R/P ] = I∗[R/P ]. Since
R/P ≤ Egr(R/P ), I∗gr[E

gr(R/P )] ⊆ I∗gr[R/P ]. Now let x ∈ I∗gr[R/P ].
Then there exists c ∈ R◦ such that

(0 :R/P I
[q]) ⊆ (0 :R/P cx

q) for all q � 0.

We will show that x ∈ I∗[Egr(R/P )]. Let y ∈ (0 :Egr(R/P ) I
[q]). By using a

method similar that they used in [1, 3.6], one can see that there exists
t ∈ R \ P such that ty ∈ R/P . Since ty ∈ (0 :R/P I [q]), cxqty = 0.
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Since the multiplication by t provide an automorphism on Egr(R/P ),
we have that y ∈ (0 :Egr(R/P ) cx

q). Thus we have

(0 :Egr(R/P ) I
[q]) ⊆ (0 :Egr(R/P ) cx

q) for all q � 0

Therefore x ∈ I∗gr[Egr(R/P )]. So the proof is complete. �

Proposition 3.5. Let R be a graded Noetherian integral domain of type
Z. Let I be a graded ideal of R and M be a graded R−module. Then
any homogenous element of degree lees than the degree of generators of
the generators of the graded ideal I can not be in I∗gr[E

gr(M)] unless it
is nilpotent.

Proof. Assume that the graded ideal I can be generated by the homoge-
neous elements a1, a2, ..., an all of degree at least δ. Let x be a nonzero
homogeneous element of R such that deg(x) < δ. Further assume that
x is not nilpotent and M is a graded R−module. Let P ∈ Ass(M).
By [4, 1.5.6], P is a prime graded ideal. Since Egr(R/P ) ≤ Egr(M),
I∗gr[E

gr(M)] ⊆ I∗gr[E
gr(R/P )]. If we show x /∈ I∗gr[Egr(R/P )] then x can not

be in I∗gr[E
gr(M)].

So let x ∈ I∗gr[Egr(R/P )]. Then there exists a c ∈ R◦ such that

(0 :Egr(R/P ) I
[q]) ⊆ (0 :Egr(R/P ) cx

q) for all q � 0.

Then by 2.2, we have cxq

1
∈ I [q]R(P ) for all q � 0. Let c = c1+c2+...+ck

where c1, c2, ..., ck ∈ h(R). This follows that cxq

1
has the expression

cxq

1
= c1xq

1
+ c2xq

1
+ ... + ckx

q

1
as a finite sum of homogeneous elements.

Since x is not nilpotent and R is a graded Noetherian integral domain
of type Z we can see cix

q

1
6= 0 for every 1 ≤ i ≤ k and so cxq

1
6= 0. But

for every 1 ≤ i ≤ k,

deg(
cix

q

1
) = deg(cix

q) = deg(ci) + qdeg(x)� qδ for all q � 0.

Then cix
q

1
/∈ I [q]R(P ) for every 1 ≤ i ≤ k. Since I [q]R(P ) is a graded

ideal and cxq

1
∈ I [q]R(P ),

cix
q

1
∈ I [q]R(P ) for every 1 ≤ i ≤ k. This

contradiction shows that x /∈ grI
∗gr[Egr(R/P )]. �

Corollary 3.6. ( See [11, 2.1].) Let R be a Z−graded Noetherian inte-
gral domain. Let I be a graded ideal of R andM be a graded R−module.
Then any homogenous element of degree lees than the degree of gener-
ators of the generators of the graded ideal I can not be in I∗ unless it
is nilpotent.

Proof. This is clear by 2.7(a) and 3.5. �
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Theorem 3.7. Let I be a graded ideal of R and M be a graded Noe-
therian R−module. Further assume that S is a multiplicatively closed
set of homogeneous elements of R. Then

S−1(I∗gr[M ]) = (S−1I)∗gr[S
−1M ].

Proof. Let x
1
∈ gr(S

−1I)∗gr[S
−1M ]. Let x

1
be a finite sum of non-zero ho-

mogeneous elements as x
1

=
xσ1
r1

+
xσ2
r2

+...+xσn
rn

. If ri = r1r2...ri−1ri+1...rn

for each 1 ≤ i ≤ n and r = r1r2...rn then
xσi
ri

=
rixσi
r

and there exists
ci
1
∈ (S−1R)◦ such that

(0 :S−1M S−1I [q]) ⊆ (0 :S−1M

ci
1

(
rixσi
r

)q) for all q � 0

for each 1 ≤ i ≤ n. By [5, 2.2], we can assume that ci ∈ R◦. If
c = c1c2...cn then c ∈ R◦ and

(0 :S−1M S−1I [q]) ⊆ (0 :S−1M

c

1
(
rixσi
r

)q) for all q � 0

for each 1 ≤ i ≤ n. For every k ∈ N, let qk = pk. Since M is graded
Noetherian R−module there exists n ∈ N such that

(0 :M I [qn]) = (0 :M I [qk]) ∀k ≥ n.

Now we can choose a t ∈ S such that

(0 :M I [qn]) ⊆ (0 :M c(trixσi)
qn)

for every 1 ≤ i ≤ n. This implies that

(0 :M I [q]) ⊆ (0 :M c(trixσi)
q) for all q � 0

for every 1 ≤ i ≤ n. So the homogeneous elements trixσi is graded
tight dependent on I relative to M and so

x

1
=
tr1xσi + tr2xσ2 + ...+ trnxσn

tr
∈ S−1I∗gr[M ].

Hence (S−1I)∗gr[S
−1M ] ⊆ S−1(I∗gr[M ]). The inverse inclusion follows

from 2.9 and so the proof completes. �
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8. C. Nǎstǎsescu and F. Van Oystaeyen, Methods of graded rings, Lecture Notes in
Mathematics, 1836, Springer-Verlag, Berlin, 2004.

9. D. G. Northcott, Lessons on Rings, modules and multiplicities, Cambridge Uni-
versity Press, London, 1968.

10. F. Rohrer, Coarsenings Injectives And HOM Functors, Rev. Roumaine Math.
Pures Appl., (3) 57 (2012), 275-287.

11. K. E. Smith, Tight closure in graded rings, J. Math. Kyoto Univ. 37 (1997),
35-53.

12. I. Swanson and C. Huneke, Integral closure of ideals, rings, and modules, Cam-
bridge Univ. Press, New York, 2006.

F. Dorostkar
Department of Pure Mathematics, Faculty of Mathematical Sciences, University of
Guilan, P.O.Box 1914, Rasht, Iran.
Email: dorostkar@guilan.ac.ir

R. Khosravi
Department of Pure Mathematics, Faculty of Mathematical Sciences, University of
Guilan, P.O.Box 1914, Rasht, Iran.
Email: Khosravi@phd.guilan.ac.ir


	1. introduction
	2. Auxiliary results
	3. Main results
	References

