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ABSTRACT
Objective: This study aims to conduct a meta-synthesis of the mechanisms of corruption in
Iranian football based on a sociological approach.

Methodology: Employing a qualitative approach, this study followed Sandelowski and
Barroso's (2007) meta-synthesis framework. Data were derived from 29 peer-reviewed scientific
articles published between 2015 and 2025, identified through a systematic search of reputable
Persian-language (n=23) and English-language (n=6) databases. Thematic coding was employed
for data analysis.

Results: Based on the data analysis, the mechanisms of corruption in sport were identified and
classified into 63 initial codes, 21 sub-themes, and 6 overarching themes, including structural
and governance deficiencies, an opaque and rentier economy, a corruption-prone culture and
unhealthy norms, an inefficient legal and judicial system, informal and relationship-based
networks, and international factors and globalization.

Conclusion: In light of the findings, corruption in Iranian football stems from dysfunctional
governance frameworks, a rent-seeking economy, and a culture of informal relations. Unless
these deeply embedded institutional and cultural vicious cycles are rectified, intermittent and
individual-level enforcement actions will prove futile. Lasting reform can only be achieved
through institutional reconstruction, full transparency, and the substitution of informal patronage
networks with genuine merit-based systems.

Keywords: Systemic corruption, corruption in sport, dysfunctional governance, rentier
economy, institutional transformation.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction and State of Problem
port today functions as a social institution with cultural, political
significance (Aliverdinia et al., 2016). In Iran, football fs
collective identity and social capital, yet its growing j

examine the precise mechanisms through which powe
and cultural permissiveness actively reproduce gorrogtio
between fragmented findings and the need Ki rated\the

Methodology

This qualitative sydd thod of Sandelowski-& Barroso (2007),
which integrat erate. comprehensive interpretive insights
The seven-s questions, systematic literature
review, article selec control, and presenting
findings. Data were col rsjan databases (SID, Magiran

pus, Web of Science) using
rrupbiQn in sport,” “corruption mechanisms in football," and
search, 178 articles were identified for analysis and
articles based on title screening, 77 articles
remained. Subsequently, 32 of these 77 artisles were£xcluded from the analysis process due to

R , after full-text content review, a further 9

om 0 (not approved) to 2 (fully approved). Aggregated scores were
article. Of the articles that underwent quality assessment after initial
ed the minimum required score of 15 out of 20, indicating desirable
d content quality. Inter-rater reliability was assessed using Cohen's Kappa,

two evaluators. Furthermore, the synthesized findings were cross-validated against models and
results from similar reputable studies in the field, confirming their external credibility.
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Results
The analysis identified 63 initial codes, 21 sub-themes, and six main themes cha
corruption mechanisms in Iranian football.

Structural and governance weaknesses comprised four sub-themes.

relationships, and publt
censorship, participation

isedl three sub-themes. Incomplete laws
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interaction
standards. Tra ssion of unhealthy sports cultures involved imitation of non-native patterns
without regufetory infrastructure and the impact of the unhealthy global competition
environment on intensifying domestic corruption.
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Discussion and Conclusion
Findings demonstrate that corruption in Iranian football functions as an i
systemic phenomenon wherein dysfunctional social, economic, and political str

become commodities destroying professional ethics.
deviance within organizational subcultures where i
behaviors protecting network interests. Structua \

society.

Macro-level
marginalizing
These norms/

fle powerful. Incomp
remain unclear, keeping

these institutiongV'reforms occur, superficial anti-corruption efforts will remain futile. Creating
mandatory sparent platforms publishing all federation and club contracts, financial
statements, and decisions represents essential first step. Establishing independent bodies
monitoring sports violations with judicial, civil society, and media representatives prevents
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power concentration and unaddressed violations. Meritocratic management appgintment
systems and gradual transition from government subsidies toward profession nue
generation through transparent investment destabilize rentier economic /foundati
Professional ethics and sports rights education programs for all stakeholders youth to
senior management contribute to long-term cultural transformation.

Originality/Value )\

By providing a systematic and root-cause analysis of corruption in Iranian(fgotball, this\étudy paints a

Research Limitations/Implications
Accordmg to the fmdmgs of this study, the main itafion of the presen udy is the ck f access to

focusing on existin
fully revealed the

Compliance with ethical gui
All research activities complied
Declaration of Generative Al and

reviewed and verified all search results and extract
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