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ABSTRACT

Objective: The aim of this study was to present a mod
Premier League football clubs.

managers
along with
theoretical

1)
ents, and club resources, with impact coefficients of
050 respectively, are the most important factors

Premier League Clubs; Structural
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Extended Abstract

Introduction and State of Problem
ootball, as one of the most popular sports globally, has
economic and cultural force. In recent decades, Prefm
increasingly operated not onIy as sporting instituti

encompasses strategic financial planning,
control mechanisms (Calahorro-L6pez & Ratkai, 2024;

revenues, largely due to budget ceilings, unstab
management (Cox & Philippou, 2022). Despit

clubs. This study ai
incorporates both
sustainability.

ragitiona erstire long-term

Methodology
This study employed a mixed-methods/regearch design combin?i/qdalitative and quantitative
approaches to develop and validate a rrodel for the financial sucégss of Iranian Premier League
football clubs. The research is descptivein nature, applied in purpose, and exploratory in terms
of data collection, utilizing both surveykand grounded theory techniques.

In the qualitative phase, the research ing the constructivist grounded theory
approach of Charmaz. The target population sgnsisted0f key informants knowledgeable in the
football indastry~particularly its financial and mandgerial domains—including senior officials

statistically validate the conceptual model derived from the qualitative
phase. The tayget” population included academics and experts in sports and financial
management experience in the football industry. Based on Kline’s (2023) recommendation
of 2.5 to 5 times the number of items, a sample of 185 was determined using convenience
sampling, with 150 valid responses collected via online distribution.

Content validity of the questionnaire was established by seven academic experts in sport and
financial management. Cronbach’s alpha for internal consistency was 0.88. Data normality was
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confirmed through the Kolmogorov—Smirnov test (statistic = 0.94, p > 0.0
Equation Modeling (SEM) using Partial Least Squares (PLS) was employed to tes

SmartPLS.

Results

i€r League football Clubs%r}duires a comprehensive and
s. Effective interaction Between different factors and
help achieve the financial goals of the clubs and

Originality/Value

The innovation ©f the present study can be explained at several levels. First, at the thematic level, no
comprehensive research has so far been conducted on the financial success of Iranian Premier League
football clubs, and this study represents the first attempt in this field. Second, from a methodological
perspective, the study combines Charmaz’s constructivist grounded theory approach in the qualitative
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phase with the validation of the extracted model through factor analysis in the quantitafivé phase—

sport policymakers in the country. Therefore, this research not only fills a gap in th§®existing |
also contributes methodological and practical innovations.

Research Limitations/Implications
This study, by presenting a comprehensive and integrated model of the facto
success of Premier League football clubs, has made a valuable it

objectives, and their writ
of participants were strictly
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Table 1. Demographic Characteristics of Participants in the Qualitative Phase of the St
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