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1. Introduction

The British-Icelandic geopolitical dispute over the oil resources of the Hatton—Rock
Al basin in the North Sea is one of the most prominent examples of complex
maritime disputes that simultaneously combine legal, political, geopolitical, and
environmental dimensions and have direct implications for lasting peace in the North
Atlantic. This dispute, which began in the 1950s and has intensified in recent decades
with a focus on hydrocarbon resources, has become doubly important in the context
of developments such as Britain's exit from the European Union (Brexit), the
European energy crisis, and climate change. The primary questions of this research
center on equity in the division of marine resources, the impact of climate change on
the intensity of competition, and the role of international institutions, such as the
Commission on the Delimitation of the Continental Shelf (CLCS), in managing or
exacerbating disputes.

2. Theoretical Framework

The theoretical framework of the research is based on a combination of three
approaches: first, the classic geopolitical theory of Halford Mackinder, which
explains why a small but sensitive region like Rock Al Rock becomes the axis of
competition for maritime powers, with the concept of "Heartland" and the
importance of dominating strategic geographical points. Second, Johan Galtung's
theory of positive peace sees lasting peace not merely as the absence of conflict
(negative peace) but as the realization of justice, cooperation, and the elimination of
inequalities.

3.Methodology

The research method is based on qualitative documentary content analysis. This
method has been chosen because of the confidential nature of much field data and
the legal complexities of maritime disputes, allowing for an in-depth examination of
reliable secondary sources. Literature Review: The research background reveals that
most previous studies have focused on the legal and historical aspects of the dispute,
while the interaction between environmental, political, and geopolitical dimensions
has been less examined. Legal research, particularly under Article 121(3) of the
Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS), has emphasized that Rock Al, as an
"uninhabitable reef" is incapable of establishing an Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ)
or an independent continental shelf, and that the UK's claims must be based on the
natural continuation of the Scottish coast. Economic and exploratory studies have
also highlighted the high potential of the hydrocarbon resources of the Hatton—Rock
Al Basin. According to UK government estimates in 2023, the area may contain 2.5
billion barrels of recoverable oil, while older projections have estimated it as high as
75 billion barrels. Despite this enormous potential, resource development has been
delayed due to technical challenges (deep waters, volcanic rocks) and geopolitical
tensions.
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4. Results and Discussion

The geopolitical dispute between Britain and Iceland over the oil resources of the
Hatton-Rock Al basin in the North Sea is a multifaceted issue that encompasses legal,
environmental, political, and geopolitical dimensions. On the legal side, an analysis
of documents from the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS)
shows that Iceland's extensive claims, which extend up to 700 miles south of the
country's coast, conflict with UNCLOS Articles 76 and 121(3), as Iceland has not
yet made a formal claim to the Commission on the Limits of the Continental Shelf
(CLCS). In the environmental dimension, oil exploration in the Hatton-Rockall
Basin, which lies at depths exceeding 1,000 meters, poses a threat to the sensitive
ecosystem of the North Atlantic, including cold-water corals and migratory fish
species. Climate change, with its increasing storm intensity and declining fishing
resources, has made exploration more challenging and intensified competition for
oil. The IPCC (2023) and the OSPAR Convention reports show that oil activities can
lead to pollution and habitat destruction, contradicting member states' environmental
obligations (the United Kingdom and Iceland). Politically, Britain's exit from the
European Union (Brexit) in 2020 exacerbated tensions, as the UK exercised
exclusive control over the 12-mile Rock Al area and expelled Irish ships in 2019.
The move, described in the Irish Times (2019) as a "post-Brexit maritime struggle",
provoked a reaction from Iceland, which emphasized resolving the issue through
UNCLOS. Following the 2008 crisis, Iceland's economic dependence on natural
resources led to the domestic policy being reinforced as a financial security strategy.
In the geopolitical dimension, the Rock of Gibraltar, a small "maritime heartland",
plays a key role in Europe's energy security. The basin's oil potential (2.5 to 75 billion
barrels) makes it a strategic target, especially after the Ukraine crisis. Iceland has
utilized soft power and its EFTA ties to reject bilateral agreements, while the UK is
leveraging NATO's position to bolster its claims.

5. Conclusions & Suggestions

The study found that the Rock Ale dispute is an "incredibly complex problem" that
could lead to “geopolitics of war” without multilateral cooperation. However,
Galtung's theory of positive peace suggests that by equitably distributing resources
and strengthening diplomacy, this tension can be transformed into an opportunity for
collaboration. The following suggestions are offered:

1. Multilateral diplomacy: Resumption of quadrilateral negotiations mediated by
CLCS or ITLOS, modeled on the Norway-Russia Agreement (2010).

2. Environmental Protection: Incorporating OSPAR commitments into boundary
agreements to protect marine ecosystems.

3. New technologies: The use of artificial intelligence in maritime surveying to
accurately determine borders.

4. Lessons for Iran: Modeling Common Development Areas for Caspian Sea Dispute
Management.



Future research could examine the impact of new technologies and compare them
with those in the Persian Gulf. Linked to Iran's foreign policy, this analysis helps
policymakers draw on the Atlantic's experiences for lasting peace.

Keywords: Brexit; Climate change; Geopolitics; Hydro-politics; Offshore oil
resources.
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