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ABSTRACT

Objective: The objective of the present study was to investigate the effect of the political and
economic consequences of women's presence in stadiums on the credibility of Iranian football
with the mediating role of media flow and sports cultural diplomacy.

Methodology: This research was descriptive-correlational in nature, applied in purpose, and
conducted through a field study approach. The statistical population consisted of sports
managers and experts, coaches, referees, athletes, and university faculty members. A sufficient
sample size for modeling was selected non-randomly and conveniently and analyzed (101
individuals). The measurement tools included a questionnaire on political consequences (10
items), economic consequences (7 items), media flow (6 items), sports cultural diplomacy (6
items), and football credibility (14 items), based on a five-point Likert scale. The content and
face validity of these tools were confirmed by experts in the fields of football, women's sports,
and sports management professors (11 individuals), and composite reliability, construct validity,
convergent validity, and divergent validity were established using factor analysis. Data analysis
was conducted using SPSS and SmartPLS 3 software.

Results: The results indicated that the political and economic consequences of women's
presence significantly affected media flow, sports cultural diplomacy, and the credibility of
Iranian football. Media flow and sports cultural diplomacy had a significant effect on the
credibility of Iranian football. Additionally, the Sobel test results demonstrated that the political
and economic consequences significantly influenced the credibility of Iranian football through
the mediating roles of media flow and sports cultural diplomacy.

Conclusion: Based on the findings, it can be concluded that the credibility of Iranian football
stems not only from sports performance but also from its ability to intelligently manage the
social, political, and economic dimensions of women's presence, leverage media power, and
employ active diplomacy. These synergistic factors contribute to consolidating and enhancing
the position of this sport both nationally and globally.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction and State of Problem
he entry of women into stadiums in Iran is more than a simple social change; it

is a multifaceted phenomenon with significant political and economic

consequences that directly affects the credibility of Iranian football at the

national and international levels (Qaderi et al., 2023). It mirrors broader socio-

political transformations within Iran and gains prominence through media

coverage and sports cultural diplomacy, shaping Iran’s global image (Bakhshi
chenari et al., 2021). Politically, it could reduce international pressures, especially from global
sports organizations such as FIFA, while economically, it offers potential revenue growth
through ticket sales and sponsorships (Naghipour et al., 2025). However, these outcomes alone
do not guarantee increased credibility. The role of media narratives and sports cultural
diplomacy in shaping public opinion and international perceptions is pivotal. Positive media
coverage and strategic diplomatic efforts could translate these changes into increased respect,
influence, and legitimacy for Iranian football around the world, transforming the phenomenon
from a social event to a vital asset for national prestige.

Methodology
This study employed a descriptive-correlational design based on structural equation modeling

(SEM). The statistical population included sports managers and experts, coaches, referees,
athletes, and university faculty members. The sample size was determined according to the
recommended rule of thumb for SEM, suggesting 5 to 15 times the number of items in the
variable with the highest number of indicators (Hair et al., 2019). In this study, the variable with
the highest number of items was "credibility of Iranian football" with 14 items. Therefore, a
sample size of 98 (14 x 7) was targeted. Eventually, 105 guestionnaires were collected, out of
which 101 valid responses were analyzed, with 4 incomplete ones discarded.

Due to limited access to participants, data were collected both in person and electronically,
using a non-probability and Available sampling method. The research instrument was Modified
questionnaire questionnaires taken from reliable sources. political outcomes economic outcomes
media flow (sports cultural diplomacy and football credibility All items were measured using a
five-point Likert scale (1 = very low to 5 = very high). The questionnaires consisted of 10 items
for political outcomes, 7 for economic outcomes, 6 for media flow, 6 for cultural diplomacy,
and 14 for football credibility. Content and face validity were confirmed by a panel of 5 experts
in women's sports and football and 6 academic experts in sports management. A pilot study with
30 participants was conducted, yielding a Cronbach’s alpha of 0.78, confirming internal
consistency. Subsequently, composite reliability was evaluated and confirmed in SmartPLS 3.
Normality of data was assessed using skewness and kurtosis, with most variables falling within
the acceptable range of £2. Finally, SEM analysis was performed in SmartPLS to evaluate the
hypothesized model and relationships among variables.

Results
The description of the research variables in Table 1 shows that among the main variables,

football credibility had the highest mean (3.99), and among the dimensions, sports credibility in
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the football credibility section had the highest mean (4.15). According to Table 1, the factor
loadings analysis showed that the "national political impact" (0.90) and "international political
impact" (0.86) had the highest explanatory roles for the political outcomes variable. For the
economic outcomes, "economic growth™ (0.94) and "financial capacity development” (0.88)
were the strongest factors. In the media flow dimension, "social media flow" (0.91) and "active
media flow" (0.90) showed the highest impact. In the area of sports cultural diplomacy, both
"informal diplomacy" and "formal diplomacy" had equal and strong effects (0.91). Regarding
football credibility, "sport credibility” (0.92), "social credibility" (0.90), "political credibility"
(0.89), and "economic credibility”" (0.78) were all significant factors.The results of the path
analysis showed that political outcomes had a significant positive effect on football credibility
(0.38), media flow (0.46), and sports cultural diplomacy (0.35). Economic outcomes also had a
positive effect on football credibility (0.38), media flow (0.39), and sports cultural diplomacy
(0.38). In addition, both media flow (0.30) and sports cultural diplomacy (0.21) positively
influenced football credibility.Finally, the Sobel test confirmed that the indirect effects of
political outcomes on football credibility through media flow (0.42) and sports cultural
diplomacy (0.33), as well as the indirect effects of economic outcomes through media flow
(0.31) and cultural diplomacy (0.34), were significant.

Table 1. Results of the research conceptual model
Path coefficient

Relationships between the main variables (effect) T-value Result
Political implications --> Media flow 0.46 4.17 Meaningful
Political implications --> Sports diplomacy 0.35 3.20 Meaningful
Political implications --> Football credit 0.38 3.37 Meaningful
Media flow--> Political implications 0.33 3.43 Meaningful
Sports diplomacy --> Political implications 0.39 3.52 Meaningful
Football credit--> Political implications 0.38 3.35 Meaningful
Football credit--> Media flow 0.30 3.02 Meaningful
Football credit --> Sports diplomacy 0.21 2.11 Meaningful
mediation hypothesis VAF Sobel test Result
Football credit --> Media flow --> Political implications 4.15 0.42 Meaningful
Football credit -> Sportg diplomacy --> Political 3.20 033 Meaningful
implications
Football credit --> Media flow--> Political implications 3.09 0.31 Meaningful
Football credit --> Sports diplomacy --> Political 315 0.34 Meaningful

implications

Discussion and Conclusion

Supportive policies and progressive social transformations are swiftly amplified through social
media and dynamic media platforms, generating influential news cycles that heighten public
awareness and engagement. These dynamics also serve as a potent instrument for both formal
and informal diplomacy, projecting a modern and forward-thinking image of Iran on the global
stage. By mitigating domestic social disparities and fostering enhanced international relations,
this political influence significantly bolsters the sporting, social, political, and economic
credibility of Iranian football.
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Originality/Value

This research, by innovatively combining the political and economic consequences of women’s presence in
stadiums with the mediating role of media flow and cultural and sports diplomacy, provides for the first time
a comprehensive framework to explain the effect of these factors on the credibility of Iranian football. The
study findings show that effective media management and utilizing the capacities of cultural diplomacy can
strengthen the positive political and economic consequences of women’s presence and enhance the status of
Iranian football in the national and international arenas. These results can help sports and cultural
policymakers design efficient strategies to increase the credibility of the country’s sports.

Research Limitations/Implications
In this study, researchers faced limitations such as difficulty accessing research samples due to their small

number. Also, due to the lack of information about the effects of women's presence in stadiums and its
impact on football and society, a number of respondents faced a lack of information and were excluded
from the research process.
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Figure 1. Conceptual research model
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Table 2. Personal characteristics of respondents

‘5;'9')5 M)é \5‘5\&; “l’“b G‘""’:M)o Q‘-\”“ ’Mn‘“
Frequency Number Variable Frequency Number Variable
percentage percentage
26.73 27 ol 44,56 45 0
Bachelor's Degree Female o
37.63 38 ol e gp 56 2 Semetr
Master's Degree Education Male
35.64 36 $A52 4753 48 e
PhD Single s
5555 Ut S b ke ol Soely
W09 OV R R . .
19.80 20 Sports manager or 52.47 53 Jolie il S
Married
expert
19.80 20 ol 10.89 11 Lol - ih 4
Coach 3 5 st eal
sl e sl
7.93 8 Referce Job 28.72 29 Ju- b Career and
oy professional
30.69 31 Athl:tje 34.65 35 JLVa b history
2178 22 ot 2574 26 Yea Jlnd
University professor years and up 10
xSyl Sl s 2 yya ails
Standard o 77.23 78 : "y
deviation (B il s :
Age History of
10,51 34.84 2277 23 = BT i
No the stadium

Sl 0 yiin sl Jligd jlel Lol sla prie o 0l e (LS ¥ Jgaz p0 gl sl paie Caogs
B (FN0) 1oSSloo o yiin syl JLigd Jlael isn jo (20359 jlael 30 o e slul e )0 9 992 (Y/49)




Segh sl e olal oy Y Jguar
Table 3. Description of research variables
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Table 4. Model fit indices (extracted variance, composite reliability, and Cronbach's alpha)
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Table 5. Divergent validity (Fornell & Larcker criterion)
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Table 5. Results of fitting the structural model of the research
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Figure 2. Research model in the case of significance coefficient (T-values)
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