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Today, in terms of criminal law, the victim has a special position and various ways have been tried to
protect these individuals, from expressing legal views to passing various laws. Legal entities have
their own victims, depending on the type of activity and sometimes the criminal behaviors they carry
out. The legislator, by providing Article 691 of the Criminal Procedure Code, has foreseen the
possibility of issuing a demand order against the property of legal entities with the aim of creating
financial restrictions and securing the claim and guaranteeing the rights of the victim. It seems that
issuing this order against some legal entities, such as municipalities and state legal entities, has faced
serious obstacles and, for various reasons, including the rule of some substantive laws and the
impossibility of seizing the property of public law legal entities, the legislative objectives in this
regard cannot be achieved in a desirable manner. In this study, the process of issuing and
implementing a demand order against various types of legal entities is examined using a descriptive-
analytical method and library resources, and the challenges related to the implementation of this order
will be expressed by providing solutions
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1. Introduction

Today, legal entities play an undeniable role in human life, due to their extensive activities, in such a
way that they sometimes cause victims of natural persons through these activities. In order to protect
the victims of these individuals and to compensate for the losses and damages incurred due to the
crime, the legislator has tried to foresee the possibility of issuing a demand order against the property
of legal entities by approving Article 691 of the Criminal Procedure Code with the aim of creating
financial restrictions and securing the claim and guaranteeing the rights of the victim. With this
measure, the legislator has provided financial support to such victims and, by foreseeing the
mechanism of freezing the property of the accused according to the amount of losses and damages
incurred by the plaintiff, has determined the possibility of issuing a demand order in the prosecution
and court so that the plaintiff can compensate the losses and damages incurred from the property of
the perpetrator after the legal entity is convicted. The purpose of the present study is to examine the
necessary legal protections for victims of crimes against legal entities, especially financial protections.
Some of this support is possible through measures such as issuing a demand order against legal
entities. Therefore, in this regard, it is necessary to examine the mechanism of this order from the
issuance stage to its implementation and identify its obstacles and challenges, as well as find an
appropriate answer to the question of whether the current regulations can adequately establish
guarantees in terms of financial support for victims of crimes against legal entities through the
issuance of a demand order.

2. Methodology
This research seeks to find an answer or answers to the above question by adopting a critical approach
and using descriptive and analytical methods and library tools.

3. Results and Discussion

Considering the wide range of victims of crimes against legal entities, it is necessary to support such
victims of these individuals. In order to achieve this and to support such victims, alongside civil
society, the government must also take steps to support victims at various legislative, executive and
judicial levels in a way that this support is considered by the legislator from the initial stages of the
criminal proceedings to the final stages of the proceedings. Among the types of support measures that
can be taken for such victims, financial support is the simplest and most prominent type of support.
Financial support translates into compensation for material damage through means such as returning
property, paying money or expenses that the victim has incurred following the crime, and also paying
compensation through the government. In this regard, and in order to support victims of crimes
committed by legal entities, the Iranian legislative system has attempted to financially support victims
of such crimes by providing for Article 691 of the Criminal Procedure Code and the possibility of
issuing a demand order against a legal entity that has committed a crime and the possibility of seizing
its property in order to compensate the victims of their crimes. By enacting this article, the legislator
has attempted to demonstrate its financial support for victims of crimes committed by legal entities,
although this support faces various legislative and executive obstacles.

4. Conclusions

By enacting Article 691 of the Criminal Procedure Code, the legislator has provided some legislative
support for victims of crimes committed by legal entities by providing for the possibility of seizing
the property of legal entities in order to compensate for the losses caused by the crime. However, this
support has faced serious problems and obstacles in its implementation due to the existence of some
other substantive laws, such as the Law on Prohibition of Seizure of Movable and Immovable
Property Belonging to Municipalities, approved on 04/02/1361, as well as the Law on the Method of
Payment of Convicted Persons to the Government and the Failure to Secure the Seizure of
Government Property, approved on 15/8/1365. According to the law passed in 1982, funds and
movable and immovable properties belonging to municipalities, whether in the possession of the
municipality or with third parties and in the form of a guarantee in the name of the municipality,
cannot be secured, seized or withdrawn before the issuance of a final judgment. The law passed in
1986, in addition to requiring ministries and government institutions to pay funds related to the
convicted person to the government in the case of final court judgments and enforceable registered
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documents and notaries or court executions, prohibits the seizure of movable or immovable properties
of ministries and government institutions that do not have the necessary credit and budget to pay the
convicted person until the budget is approved and announced one and a half years after the year of the
issuance of the judgment, and exempts the government from providing any security during the said
period. Therefore, the current regulations cannot adequately establish the necessary guarantees in
order to protect victims of crimes committed by legal entities through the issuance of a security order.
Therefore, with this procedure, the order to secure the demand foreseen against a legal entity in
Article 691 of the Criminal Procedure Code regarding public law legal entities will not practically
benefit the victims of the crime. And it is necessary for the legislator to take the necessary measures to
resolve this issue by amending the relevant laws.
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