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ABSTRACT

The aim of this article is to examine the requirements for ensuring
the security of the South Caucasus by the Islamic Republic of
Iran, with an emphasis on the Republic of Azerbaijan. The
method of this article is mixed phenomenology and qualitative
methods, interviews, and text analysis. The statistical population
consists of university professors and experts from the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs. Participants were selected using a purposeful
and data-saturated method and the answers to the questions were
obtained through exploratory interviews. The results show that,
based on the rational policy-making model in the Caucasus
region, Iran has adopted a cautious and tolerant policy, and Iran's
security policy has been based on geopolitical and economic
interests and considerations, based on four components:
economic and functional cooperation and integration; crisis
management and peaceful resolution of conflicts through
mediation; outward-looking balancing and balancing, and
cooperative or partnership security. As an active and influential
regional actor that shares borders with two of the three Caucasus
countries, Iran attaches special importance and priority to the
Caucasus region in its security policy, and Iran's security policy
towards the Caucasus has been realistic and pragmatic.
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1. Introduction

After the collapse of the Soviet Union, the geopolitical face of the Caucasus region changed
and, as one of the most unstable regions left over from the Soviet Empire, it faced a power
vacuum and became a scene of conflict between regional, trans-regional and global actors
due to its communication position and abundant energy resources. Iran, as an influential
regional power, pursues specific and specific interests and goals in this geostrategic region.
The most important political, security, social, geopolitical, etc. interests and goals of Iran
in the Caucasus are maintaining the security of borders and territorial integrity, sovereignty
and national unity, ensuring energy security and sustainable economic development. The
South Caucasus region has a high status and status in the security policy of the Islamic
Republic of Iran.

2.Analytical Framework

Husserlian phenomenology is a descriptive and synthetic inquiry that does not rely solely
on empirical evidence or logical reasoning, but rather on the structure of experience and
organizes the principles that give shape and meaning to the lifeworld. Such inquiry seeks
to elucidate the nature of these structures as they appear in consciousness; in this inquiry,
the criteria for selecting participants in the inquiry are generally different from those for
selecting participants in research that aims to obtain statistical data. The goal of selecting
participants in descriptive phenomenological inquiry is to select participants who have had
a lived experience that is specific to the Caucasus region.

3. Methodology

The research method in this article is descriptive and mixed phenomenological,
interviewing participants who have had a lived experience that is specifically studied in the
Caucasus region, and text analysis is conducted in a mixed manner alongside interviews.
4. Discussion and Findings

After conducting and analyzing interviews and content analysis, which includes coding
and identifying the underlying categories of the text or writing, while reviewing articles
and internet resources and printed books on the Caucasus and Azerbaijan region and
relations between Iran and Azerbaijan, the necessary codes were extracted and answers to
the research questions were obtained in the field of policy-making of the Islamic
Republic of Iran based on the rational model in ensuring the security of the South
Caucasus with an emphasis on the Republic of Azerbaijan. And the results were
extracted as follows.

The results of the review of interviews conducted from the perspective of researchers and
experts and text analysis showed that the Republic of Azerbaijan is bordered (759
kilometers) and adjacent to the provinces of Ardabil, East Azerbaijan and West Azerbaijan.
The Islamic Republic of Iran seeks friendly but unrestricted relations with Azerbaijan. The
Islamic Republic's policy in the region is determined based on four different elements: the
desire to expand relations with Azerbaijan without direct confrontation with Turkey or
Russia, the desire to maintain its role in relation to the export of natural resources, and
concern about the influence of the United States and Israel in Baku. In general, Tehran's

(o]

World Politics, Vol. 13, No. 1, 2024



Yo}

Requirements for ensuring the security .....

pragmatism and its emphasis on stability in the Caucasus and Azerbaijan, due to the transit
capacity of this region, are Tehran's main approach and goal in interacting with its northern
neighbor. Linking the interests of the countries of the region with regard to Iran's
geographical potential and focusing on alliances with regard to the needs of the countries
with regard to Iran's natural resources is the desired goal. The dependence of the landlocked
countries of the Caucasus, which need an Iranian transit position to escape the geopolitical
deadlock, will gain a strong lever of pressure in a short time, which will cause the gravity
of power in Iran. On the other hand, the developing countries of the Caucasus need Iran's
mineral and fossil resources, which can be a suitable platform for attracting foreign capital
and a stimulus for the prosperity of the domestic economy of Iran.

5. Conclusion

Just as it is not possible to establish and establish regional security arrangements without
the participation of regional actors, the formation of such a security order is also impossible
without the assistance of transregional actors. Therefore, establishing peace and security in
the Caucasus requires the joint efforts, participation and assistance of all relevant regional
and transregional actors based on common interests and mutual respect. Iran should also
stand alongside the Muslim country of Azerbaijan in this process, which has common
cultural, religious, linguistic, historical, etc., and by maintaining a peaceful approach,
prevent the bullying of some countries in the region (Armenia) by relying on extra-regional
forces (France and the United States) and even allow the entry of new weapons from
transregional countries (India) into the conflicting countries (Armenia), because this
process leads to pessimism among neighbors (Azerbaijan, Turkey and Israel), which in
itself leads to the creation of several blocs in the region and the intervention of transregional
forces in the South Caucasus, which will lead to the growth and development of threats. In
the context of its security policy in the South Caucasus region, the Islamic Republic of Iran
should first consider historical, cultural, linguistic, religious, etc. relations, and in order to
develop security in the region, which will also strengthen Iran's own security, it should
avoid reciprocal behavior towards its neighbors, and view its neighbors, especially
Azerbaijan, with importance and respect, and provide this country with the necessary
support so that these countries avoid introducing extra-regional powers into the South
Caucasus, and by treating both neighbors (Azerbaijan and Armenia) equally, it should
always play a mediating role and prevent war in the region, and by establishing peace, it
should promote the prosperity of the region and relations between countries..
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