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Abstract

Today, tourism is one of the major sectors of the economy that has the ability to support the support of the local
community in creating economic diversity with rapid growth; Today, due to the complexities of today's world,
human life is constantly exposed to various crises such as natural crises, terrorism and disease. The spread of
coronary heart disease (or Covid-19) has affected the tourism industry more than any other industry; The closure
of foreign borders, restrictions on domestic travel, the cancellation of flights, and the closure of all
accommodation and tourist destinations have all caused great damage to the tourism industry. Rural tourism is
achieved by gaining memorable tourist experiences. Rural tourism has a positive effect on the cohesion of the
local community and affects the interaction between the tourist and the host, and ultimately, leads to the
intention of the tourist to travel again. In this type of tourism, various factors are effective. The aim of this study
was to investigate the effect of environmental-behavioral factors on the development of rural tourism in the post-
corona period in the villages of Mohammadabad district. The present research is based on the applied purpose
and descriptive-analytical research method. Data collection has been done in a documentary and field manner.
The statistical population of the study included 17 mountain-mountainous villages of rural tourism destination in
Mohammadabad area located in Fazelabad city of Aliabadektol city. The sampling was random sampling. Have
been distributed. To determine the reliability of the research instrument, 75% was calculated using Cronbach's
alpha value. Descriptive and inferential analysis of factor analysis and cluster analysis in SPSS software were
used to analyze the collected information, and Amos software was used to model structural equation analysis.
The results showed that in the studied rural areas, both behavioral and environmental factors have appropriate
characteristics and will be effective on the realization of rural tourism. Of course, the impact of the
environmental factor is positive. Another point that should be noted is that the impact of the behavioral factor is
negative, ie by reducing the items of the behavioral factor, the amount of tourism in the study area increases and
vice versa. Therefore, paying more attention to environmental factors (especially physical-infrastructural) and
using people's participation in the realization of tourism in rural areas, using them for tourism planning can
improve and develop tourism in the region.

Keywords: Environmental-Behavioral Factors, Development, Rural Tourism, Post-Crown Age, Mohammadabad District.

Highlight

- The rural area of Mohammadabad is very important as one of the most important rural tourism areas in the country.

- The inadequacies in the spatial order of the rural settlements in the rural area of Mohammad Abad have created problems for the
sustainability of the social and economic development of the rural areas.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Today, tourism is one of the major sectors of the economy, which, with its rapid growth, has the ability to
support the local community in creating economic diversity. Due to the complexities of today's world, human
life is constantly exposed to different crises such as natural crises, terrorism and disease. The spread of the
corona disease (Covid-19) has affected the tourism industry more than any other industry. The closure of foreign
borders, the restriction of domestic travel, the cancellation of flights, and the closure of accommodation and
tourist places in general, have led to many damages in the tourism industry. Rural tourism is achieved by
acquiring memorable tourist experiences. Rural tourism has a positive effect on the cohesion of the local
community and is effective on the interaction between the tourist and the host, and finally, it leads to the tourist's
intention to travel again. Therefore, this research has been conducted with the aim of investigating the effect of
environmental-behavioral factors, both by tourists and by the host, on rural tourism in the post-Covid-19 virus
era in mountain tourism villages in Mohammad Abad District, Ali Abad Katul County. This research pursues
two goals: the first goal is to investigate and identify the attractiveness of the villages of this area according to
the cultural, natural, and historical environment for tourists at the local, national, and international levels, and
also to guide interested investors in the field of development. Tourism and especially rural tourism with regard to
behavioral-environmental factors related to rural tourism; And in the second objective, the influence of
behavioral and environmental factors on rural tourism after the era of the Covid-19 virus has been investigated.

Methodology

The current research is based on the practical purpose and descriptive-analytical research method, the collection
of information has been done through documentary and field methods. The statistical population under study
included 17 mountain-mountain villages as rural tourism destinations in Mohammad Abad district, located in
Fazel Abad city, Ali Abad city, sampling was a random sampling type. The tool used in the current research was
170 questionnaires that were distributed among the tourists of the studied villages. To determine the reliability of
the research tool, Cronbach's alpha value of 75% has been calculated. To analyze the collected data, descriptive
and inferential analyzes of factor analysis and cluster analysis were used in spss software, and Amos software
was used for structural equation modeling.

Results and discussion

In this research, four factors have been identified using exploratory factor analysis using variables. which are
reliable at zero significance level. Only the first 4 components have an eigenvalue greater than one. Other
components that have low quality scores (eigenvalues smaller than 1) are not a good representation of the real
attributes of the 24 questions of the questionnaire. Among the factors, the cultural factor, the natural factor, the
tourism realization factor, and the landscape factor are the factors that have assigned the highest to the lowest
amount of variance. In the continuation of the research, the data have been divided into four groups or clusters
through the cluster analysis method. Most of the variables related to the behavioral factor are located in cluster
number one, which is named as the behavioral cluster. In cluster number two of the variable, the number of
native trained guides of the village is located, and the name of tourist guides is chosen for this cluster. Most of
the variables related to the environmental factor are located in the third cluster (cultural and historical places,
handicrafts, local music and art, warmth and hospitality of local residents) and this cluster is named environment.
In the fourth cluster, all the variables related to the realization of tourism in the post-corona era are located and
the name of the cluster is also the same. At the end of this research, the structural equation model has been used,
and the results of this model indicate a significant relationship between behavioral and environmental factors
with tourism in the post-corona era. This has a positive meaning with the environmental factor and negative with
the behavioral factor. In general, the effect of the environmental factor on tourism is 69%, and this value for the
behavioral factor is -72%.

Conclusion

The results showed that in the studied rural areas, two behavioral and environmental factors have appropriate
characteristics and will be effective in the realization of rural tourism. Of course, the effect of the environmental
factor is positive. The effect of the behavioral factor is negative. That is, by reducing the items of the behavioral
factor, the amount of tourism in the study area increases and vice versa. Therefore, paying more attention to
environmental factors (physical-infrastructural) and using people's participation in the realization of tourism in
rural areas, using them for tourism planning can improve and develop tourism in the area.
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