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ABSTRACT
Objective: This study investigated the emergence and perst
football industry. It aimed to identify the institutional, structural,
systemic corruption, with the objective of developing a congep
enhance governance in professional football.
Methodology: A qualitative research design based o

adopted Data were gathered through thirteen in- depth gei

ed Theory was

rooted and structur '
governance, al il
ineffective mo rlng sy
phenomenon i ifi
themes were-i

ight bodies, the deployment of transparency-enhancing
ity-driven values, and the consistent enforcement of legal
coieptual model developed in this study provides a strategic
football administrators, particularly in contexts marked by
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Extended Abstract

Introduction and State of Problem
ootball, a transnational and highly influential phenomenon, tran
boundaries of sport and serves as a stage for political, economic, an
interests. Within this complex arena, corruption has emerged I

takes shape and is controlled in different countries can
operating mechanisms, providing the basis for a

evidence based and effective policymakifig. GuidegX
study aims to fill that critical gap in ‘& ature.

Methodology

reasoning app :
qualitative dat
adopted a qualitative dgst
than imposin
directly from ata.
:

exper :
university” scholar

i countries (Iran, the United States, Australia, Italy,
were recruited through purposive and snowball sampling.
ai-structured interviews were conducted, and data collection

conceptual model wag developed using Glaser’s 6C framework, which encompasses
causes, context, [intefvening conditions, core phenomenon, strategies, and consequences.

To ensure the validity and reliability of the findings, we employed member checking,
inter-coder agreement, and external audits by independent reviewers. The inter-coder
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reliability rate exceeded 86 percent, indicating strong consistency and credibili
analytical process and enhancing the overall rigor and trustworthiness of the study?

Results
The analysis of 13 in-depth, semi-structured interviews collected in six countries (Irax
the United States, Australia, Italy, Qatar, and Irag) shows that corruption in footpalbi
systemic and deeply entwined with dysfunctional governance structures and persis
institutional weaknesses. Using open, selective, and theoratical~cading, we identified

theoretical codes. The core phenomenon, systemic corruption ootball yovernance,

was mapped with Glaser’s 6C model, which covers cayses,

conditions, the core phenomenon itself, strategies, and conseq
At the causal level, weak managerial structures, limged ¥i al_tramsSparency,

political interference, and informal economic practices ¢

corruption. When these drivers intersect_with contg conditions guch as cultural

tolerance of corruption, legal Ioophole@

or financial power, corruption beco

Among the most promy

to legitimise powe
illegal betting,”

manipulate formal

¥’ matches, launder money, and
(Weak oversight institutions and judicial
inefficiency,”

offenders enjoy

nent where corrupt practices persist and

yework, yielding a comprehensive model that links causal
alPconditions, intervening influences, coping strategies, and

triely independent monitoring bodies, transparency-enhancing
technologie e institutionalisation of ethical training and education.

This comparative| study) investigated how corruption emerges and is controlled in
football across six|coyntries, using Glaserian Grounded Theory as the methodological
guide. The evidence shows that corruption in these football systems is neither isolated
nor incidental; it is deeply embedded, systemic, and institutionalized. The core category,
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systemic corruption in football governance, anchors a final model built on GI2
framework (Causes, Contexts, Conditions, Covariance, Contingency,
Consequences), offering a full picture of the corruption cycle in varied national settgrgs

and betting markets and financial flows remain under-reg
Corruption in football is therefore more than @s

irregularity; it reflects wider governa

findings confirm earlier researc

model developﬁ:&I
bodies a practi

programs. By i
this study un

sysﬂic acco

Origi alue

M its innovative application of the Glaserian Grounded Theory
al comparative analysis of corruption in football. By grounding the

political will, institutio
progress be made tpward

| transparency, and the promotion of an anti-corruption culture can meaningful
estoring legitimacy and credibility in football governance.

Reasech Limitatjons/Amplications

A key limitation of this study was the difficulty in gaining access to knowledgeable and candid
informants on the topic of football-related corruption in certain contexts-particularly in countries
characterized by restricted political environments or underdeveloped regulatory frameworks. The
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sensitivity of the subject often led to self-censorship among participants, which limited the &
openness of some responses and presented challenges in obtaining fully transparent data.
Additionally, linguistic, cultural, and institutional differences across the selected countries added
layers of complexity to the comparative analysis, potentially affecting the consistency of interpretations
and thematic coding. The sample size was limited to thirteen interviews, due to both practical constraiR
and the achievement of theoretical saturation. While this relatively small number may Iliwi
generalizability of the findings, it is important to emphasize that the objective of this study W
statistical generalization but rather the development of grounded theory. As such, the study priori
theoretical depth and conceptual rigor over breadth of representation.
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