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Introduction: The definition of livability in relation to the concepts of quality of life,
sustainability, prosperity, and quality of place has always been a source of controversy; Because
these concepts are always changing and evolving. Hence, separating and clarifying the
conceptual boundaries of livability with these aligned views is ambiguous. Such terms are often
used without sufficient definition or study context. As a result, these terms are defined in the
true meaning of whatever the researchers themselves came to understand conceptually from
them, and the consensus is impossible. This confusion is increased because many of these terms
have changed meanings. Sometimes, these terms are often used interchangeably. Therefore, the
ontological rereading of livability is necessary to prevent the existing confusion of researchers in
confrontation and interaction with other concepts. Therefore, any conceptual confusion in the
fields of knowledge of livability can cause a misunderstanding both in the scientific and
philosophical foundations of knowledge and in more experimental results.

Methodology: The present writing is of the type of developmental-exploratory research. This
research uses qualitative methods through the review of library documents and through the
description, analysis, expansion of opinions, discourses, and theoretical approaches, in pursuing
of re-reading the areas of existence. Cognitive is livability. Therefore, by referring to the texts of
this field and its related sources, he derives the meaning and ontological concepts of livability,
receives the concepts, and analyzes them. Finally, by using content analysis, rational reasoning,
and comprehensive intuitive and judgmental sources, concepts related to livability have been
deduced and analyzed.

Results: The results showed that although there is no consensus on the definition of livability,
what has always been emphasized in the definition of livability is to consider its entirety. As
Rybsinski has compared it to onion in expressing the importance of comprehensiveness in
livability. According to his interpretation, livability is like an onion; it looks simple but comprises
many layers; Therefore, if each layer is looked at separately from other layers, its totality is lost.
Commonalities such as providing well-being and satisfaction of residents, quality of life, meeting
various needs, and achieving a desirable and satisfactory life can also be seen in the definitions
provided. The set of objective and subjective characteristics that show the attractiveness and
desirability of a place is considered livability. Obviously, these factors can be different in
different places. Therefore, providing multiple and different definitions is rooted in the
important fact that the needs and problems of different places are different, and since the
solution of problems and problems arise from the places where they are located, these solutions
are also different from each other. Therefore, one should pay close attention to the local climate,
environment, resources, institutions, culture, economy, and local people and their needs and
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desires. It can be said that livability is a meta-concept for environmental quality and a subset of
sustainability that directly affects the physical, economic, and psychological dimensions of
people's lives and includes a set of gain characteristics of the environment that make it a
desirable, suitable and attractive place for all people to live, work and visit. Therefore, livability
is expressed by a series of guiding principles: access, equality, and participation, based on which
the concepts related to livability are formed. The quality of life of citizens depends on their
access to infrastructure (transportation, communication, water, and sanitation), food, clean air,
suitable housing, satisfying jobs, and green spaces and parks. The livability of a settlement also
depends on the access of its residents to participate in the decision-making process in order to
meet their needs.

Discussion: Because of the lack of a set framework or uniform definition of livability, the term is
understood and used in many ways. In general, livability is defined by performance in three main
areas: environmental quality, neighborhood comfort, and individual well-being. These definitions
of livability have been developed because of thethe importance of existing threats to thequality of
life. The review of the presented definitions also showed that although there is no consensus on the
definition of livability, in the presented definitions, there are commonalities such as ensuring the
well-being and satisfaction of residents, quality of life, meeting various needs, and achieving a
desirable and satisfactory life. Livability is interpreted as the set of objective and subjective

characteristics that offer the attractiveness and desirability of a place. Obviously, these factors can
be different in different places, based on this, the presentation of multiple and different definitions
is rooted in the principle that the needs and problems of different places are different, and the
solution to problems and issues, differ from each other because of the place and basis in which it is
located. Therefore, one should pay close attention to the local climate, environment, resources,
institutions, culture, economy, and local people and their needs and desires. However, considering
that many of today's challenges in the contemporary world are similar, solutions can also be
shared.

Conclusion: Materialism and modernism influenced the basic concept of livability and the
continuation of this concept by being at the core of post-materialist values as a value system and
movement besides assessing the material needs of residents (such as security, livelihood, and
shelter), has been used to criticize and deal with excesses in policies governing urban growth and

modern functionalism theory. Hence, livability as a counter-discourse of the "fair", "good" or "right
to the city” city has been developed to advocate and defend the underclasses marginalized by the

dominant urban discourses.

Highlight:
e Chronology of the development of livability theory in Western and Eastern cities
e Theoretical expansion of the term livability, tracing the roots and discourses of the
formation of its concept in the world from the 1950s to 2022 because of the outbreak
of the Covid-19 disease.
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