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Abstract

As feminist movements gained momentum in the second half of the twentieth
century, many literary theorists set out to address the possibility and quality of
feminine writing. One of them was Héléne Cixous, the French critic who introduced
the theory of écriture féminine in her classic paper “The Laugh of the Medusa,”
causing a lot of controversy in Western academic circles. In Iran, too, many
researchers have dealt with écriture féminine to analyze it from literary and socio-
moral perspectives. Nonetheless, for certain reasons, including the absence of a
complete Persian translation of “The Laugh of the Medusa,” many studies
conducted by lIranian researchers suffer from ideologically-laden or inaccurate
readings of Cixous’s theory. The present study launches a critical examination of one
of the most frequently read Persian articles on écriture féminine to identify certain
established stereotypes in related theoretical Persian studies. The paper, then,
attempts to resolve the ambiguities about écriture féminine within the context of
Poststructuralist Feminism and by citing Cixous’s own words. Thus, the questions
tackled by the present study are how écriture féminine has been received in
theoretical Persian studies and whether these receptions have been accurate. In so
doing, the study first provides a brief explanation of the main themes of Cixous’s
paper and, then, the selected theoretical Persian studies are critiqued. The findings
demonstrate that, contrary to conventional suppositions, not only is écriture
féminine not limited to the writings of female authors, but it does not necessarily
reject any such socio-moral institutions as marriage, pregnancy, and motherhood,
either.

Keywords: Ecriture féminine, Poststructuralist Feminism, Sex, Gender,
Motherhood

Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

One of Cixous’s most important theories is her theory of écriture féminine
which has been discussed and elaborated on for years. The present study seeks
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to find out how the theory of écriture feminine has been received in theoretical
research studies in Iran and how accurate and comprehensive these receptions
have been. To answer these questions, first, the main components of her
theory are explained based on her essay “The Laugh of the Medusa” and, then,
theoretical studies on this concept are examined.

2. Theoretical Framework

The present study draws upon Cixous’s theory of écriture féminine. Cixous
finds women’s body a great source of plurality and polyphony and believes
that capacities exclusive to women, such as pregnancy and motherhood can
make possible establishing a special form of relationship with the other, which
is represented in writing in the form of fluidity and endlessness. The écriture
féminine Cisoux has in mind neither suppresses nor sets limitations. As a
poststructuralist feminist, she focuses on historical binaries such as
‘man/woman’ and ‘self/other’ and tries to subvert the patriarchal social and
discursive system.

3. Methodology

The present study aims to examine the reception of écriture feminine in
Persian theoretical studies on literature. The study mainly focuses on
examining Qodratollah Taheri’s criticism of the theory of écriture feminine
based on the essay “The Laugh of the Medusa.”

4. Discussion and Analysis

In écriture féminine, the adjective ‘féminine’, unlike the interpretations made
in most Persian theoretical studies, does not merely cover the female gender.
In other words, Cisoux believes that men can get involved in écriture feminine
as long as they consciously and actively resist the naturalizing norms of society
so that they liberate themselves from the network of masculine social
contracts. In the article “The Laugh of the Medusa,” the metaphorical aspect of
écriture feminine has been emphasized. According to Cisoux, femininity and
masculinity are fluid concepts and gender alone cannot determine femininity
or masculinity. Gender differences, to Cixous, are fictional and rather than such
distinctions, the representation of gender in society, esp. in writing, is of
importance to her. In other words, gender and how it is constructed should be
examined rather than whether the writer is a woman or a man.

5. Conclusion

In the present paper, we argued that since the essay “The Laugh of the
Medusa” and other major works by Cixous have not been fully translated into
Persian, many lranian researchers have had an inaccurate, fallacious or
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ideological reception of Cixous’s feminist theory. An example of such a
reception is Taheri’s article which we have examined in the present paper. We
studied the common clichés and problems with Persian theoretical studies on
the theory of écriture féminine, and also showed that this theory is neither
exclusive to female writers nor opposes common social values and institutions
such as marriage, pregnancy and motherhood.
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1. Luce Irigaray

2. Julia Kristeva

3. Deconstructive

4 . French Feminism
5. Jacques Derrida
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9. phallocentric



YV YAOYey o OFe e e g jul Y olo o 093 ¢ £ Jlo /o3l 4y las 5 85 PR 5 FPWEWWRIRN [ H 5P PV SY

45 g Sl K98 pa 45 g S50 4l lidgs aSST I (FOA YA (Kb €0 s 00y o
5 y9—ame o Jloel doiz jus oS> 10 0l 5 T0g30 45 a8 o 1S o Jlos! 505050
szl 3o T OlSee 5 Sl g eie Sl 5o Ladls 55 4 lidgs s 39000
29«5l g (g el Jlsany ) Jilgd epuSon )l 5.k ol ol

el danaz gy 1 9 (b bl el €0alD Bizme Wiy, 1 0)lgen g Jlon]
Glws? a0 5oz o gl s )« (M AYAY) ails o €ay,ls 0 1) guSs (5]
Jo—ere slaciidile S g LLw b Gglate S g )Ll (S o0 s €allior
SBazagh i an (Lo cpll ol o GB)late slacdB a1y o g5 e g 3,00 ool
-V eSLbil €lwgae owis 3 1 5 ewlil slaaslegyg)s (lgiee 330 (il b ool
pothe L ol ol g iivgs 5 olSTogsl s s 2 aSTh -V i pogie iy puil
g ool bl laog 57 K0 5 () (polodign 5 (6,500 A (sl T ¢ L)
3 ool adlie aalol o Slislo 5 (65l05k (97 (Seilom ,olba slapgeas i el -F
oalongyd ol )lilsyge )lb slastagly 5o Al Jlidg il s culidicanl D

Bl M‘P T Jmatiay ) ganSnn jliisgs k_ﬁJ..;J

€ oode pul 9 SWS| . o gi» 1l HLihgi - ¥
6Lk 4l )08 b oleF (g o o)l 0Ly o Al Jlidgl ks o)l )s laais o o 5l (S
L1y by Jbibg gl .l (WAL «Sapes L cdly il JLiigi g b loxe b
(Sl s5bany iy go Spad @ sy (6l e N, ()T 5 0500 08 LRl pantad
ST ogca o=V ol )13 Lol lgie g0 b3 lgi oo 1) o i jo ouliz Jlae (glaslasl
(sode et Y oy 5 (5 ilslaz oy 4l e gl ] may g JS00), aiad
Lol (g 3l Gy 2l Lz Gom la i 53 Al Jlds (3gietee 5 o Blg s
32 g Ko ouis» allie Lol yie &y ISI L U ol il JLilgs ay,kas 4y (5 0l

1. becoming



YAY-YEY o OF v ki) 5 ol Y ol F 093 ¢ 5 b / ol & )lai 5 155 e dao g glidgy (559y9 udyd YVY

so_i.o.a 6[) (i 9 A'L:_w‘jt.g’ 9 Js‘u—wo L5>J'“’ Yd..i‘)li;‘ddlfﬁé 9 ‘o..\;.mlfbé GLQLQ)‘OM.;[}
(R Caawddy a3l sl djljii‘s;,,.c

eboint clbolys g (@S il Hbudgs —)-Y
oLl [g 5o-im] 5l Lo yo S gliad 10> quanived inis 45 WS oo oSG il g 0ll
My Gz ol pind oo 5 095 slogse Lal o o0 a5 @ e L] (5 Sl
Sz ,8 Jeol g aclsd LS (g 0Ll oade 4y (AL AYAL) 5,5 OB i 395 £4 pine Blaal
5 88 5 (b SLooles L s (655, o009 Al Yo o Clea €52
e S S 5 €Caly iz 0002 9y 4z e L8l 55 5 Wl oS e,
e 4zl A sglan) Whoogy pod Slazr Sz 5l ey (5 G 5l s )lodrb otz
S0 g tloizl ( Sam )8 (GLad )5 s jaalay Gt j50b5 03,5 S n | by 6,0l
szl slasled LS o any 1) () e sy 39 000, 1 el (228 el
AR o g K i Joo S dddinn) dad (0 il canS» ¢ «zlg05] g 00lgils alox
Jis g5 5 5 S le 5l g5 allis oSz 4 (gl il Cymad 15 (ASAA led)
Slamal> pglas g (6,8 S Cross 0 Glabewg |y )] g €AY :plen) AiS o ooliiwl €4l
QY gler) Bl co K Sz ST
S ydabiy 5 50 0Ll St sloan o o 0l b dllie gl 5o (rizren
T o,alls i ay |,y cloacds s, 5 o preldiabs g oisS oo b oS0 5 lay o wiile
Sy g zlgol ados 3l bl S 8 o iS wlla» L cws ol ghkailbSocs L
WolS” (g 5 Sy (pologz gy sl |y Ao €aly S icmam g, 5 Coolils
5 5o Sl 5 Jdd g el g «5 0l b (A% splen) €S o lan 4l
4SS o it | S L luleg =] g paely 5 S0, [slocinsind =] lacad
a5 dy oo an T )il g W iz Ly, 50 (o 5 JLeples Pl g 5o
04F 588 pa0) 5, asalgs Jisko conl yi g5 (latnl 5 o o (sbocen 2
Slools )l 3L cons L Golyh ) wwgiaily aS cond Sl st 4l 5,0l il

1. reductive
2. binaristic



YYY YaOYey o AF- - e g 3ul Y oo & 093 ¢ £ Jlo /o3l 4y las 5 85 PR 5 FPWEWWRIRN [ H 5P PV SY

5 cloix! slogdy ale QL.S] ol &5);&‘2’9* Sl Sgpuiinn ) B dis gb s_,’JL';wb
OANYAE) Sl ] 5 5 Kl3,8 S i gl il o |15 wile  Kin b

rhe plois b eyl g ccadlid iy Hludgi —Y-Y

) 0aiS Guns Jol 99 0)l500 b sl i o g’"lﬁ)‘"‘sl“‘) Slp a8 Cwl diine 6 0l
Cmale Yol 5 cBs jl 35 Jloy55 5 5 €adly el b (] cillasy (285 L5 o
=B Slapls,5 5l (S a ojbaiz gl L g (IS 0asls 55l (le e ol AT AYAN
TS 5 T 455 el 1ol sl olizlips 151,Siss, sloisoled S
S5 s=» a5 9o o € (e | ¢yl (S )T T 5S35
O a5k (g pall igad (o (AT plea) €ailai ST I (s ys ogd o] Ll lo
G algiiy 08 5 Joinol ) ondl pas b 0925 b (15955 (63501005 Ll o)l
o eyl Gl 8o (S o)l sl e u-w“’ 4 egl 0l g0 @Se
DYl W36 1, 2,08t slo sl 5 le J5105 60,0 smild 55 loly
2680z oz Joale S 48 iy ol 535520k L 5 3Kl 553
2] =] ] o g g S| w3l asle olaay i
o ol ol 6 ,all (37220 iplea) 35,5000 2T o] pletiS g ole ()b o
Sl (20 9 035 oo GBI 55 il JLidg ks ]y Gog (Blate el 5 (09 (sele pd
ol ) glen) €ail o1 wge Wlgs cad Gby DY g0 o g alhdS o, dalgdd aS
Sl 5 OMies 5 Sllinl 51655000 9 €255 Bl 5 [ 295To0nze (nlpogdle
Celas w4l Jlibss olilo pasy el slacas s 5l o SO ) «amlusgs>

9 M—A—C P s«?b)‘\) [fg_)-’l

Ol Sae bL3 | 55 (6,500 Gladiie (Laplen) Casloads o] cale codlad ol Jloabas
it ety Sl s S o G Sl | 5 s a5 S5 5Ly
Sloleia 5l e gimined glao a0 Sy sl b an lai 6, Sply a5 ol

1. Intellectual Impostures: Postmodern Philosophers’ Abuse of Science
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3. Jean Bricmont
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1. Deconstruction
2 . sex
3. Ferdinand de Saussure
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